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Lots of Everything- Plenty of Nothing 


In the summer {siwelter of fall books, there 1s no book of sure sales or literary value 
in the forty odd books reviewed below, and of these selected here- the titles are nore 
Likely to have a rental rather than buying public. The most dependable 1s perhaps the 
new Nargaret Campbell Barnes’ BRIEF GAUDY HOUR ‘Macrae-Smith)- a new portrait of Anne 
Boleyn; Hamilton Basso’s THE GREENROOM (Doubleday! and Michael Foster's THE DUSTY GOD- 
MOTHER (Rinehart) are reasonably popular; there will be strong publisher pressure behind 
Leo Brady’s THE EDGE OF DOOM (Dutton), more than we think deserved; there's a nice first 
novel of youth 1n Catherine Ridgway McCarthy's DEFINITION OF LOVE (iloughton, Mifflin’! 
and for nasculine noments of humor, Henry Von Rhau’s FRATERNALLY YOURS (Houghton, 

Yiafflin) as rowdily funny. See below for reports. 


PROBLEMATICAL BOOKS 


August 4 


Gaddis, Peggy Arcadia House 
SUDDENLY IT'S LOVE $2.00 


Just one long carillon of wedding bells for this story of young, widowed, warm- 
hearted Calise Martine- and her four children, but ready to take on a fifth when Betsy- 
Jean, the daughter of a friend, is orphaned. Arriving from Honolulu with handsome Perry 
Gilbreath, Betsy-Jean deliberately, deviously unsettles the whole household. But by the 
close Calise has found a new husband, Carolyn decides it's Perry she loves- not Ken, and 
there's a wedding for her twin brother Larry. A gay and natural note to all this. 


O'More,. Peggy Arcadia House 
FRIENDLY ENEMY $2.00 


Rental romancing in which Daphne, trained in landscape architecture, and her 
widowed Mother, lose their house to a highway, retreat to five acres on a lake, and try 
to battle their way to sclvency through Mother's running a nursery and Daphne practicing 
her profession. The love problems are supplied by two men, both of whom cause Daphne 
many doubts since their actions do not always seem to be for her best interests, and her 
own blindness, when she finally settles on one, adds further cardiac complications. But 
love conquers all - questions of property rights, contractors, malicious neighbors, water 
companies, possible clients, the dog, Kip, storms and money matters - and Daffy gets 
around to saying “I do”. The spit and spat school of heroines, in very black and white - 


and some red. 


Shepard, Fern Arcadia House 
THE CHARMING YOUNG MAN $2.00 


Some sweet stuff, in which Kathy Collins, a popular young model, falls in love 


with the young lawyer upstairs, Tony Morse, turns down older, successful Chet Taylor. 


Kathy, who feels that Tony is too shy, arranges for him to be voted the most charming 
young man in New York by a group of models to bolster his confidence. They become engaged, 
then quarrel, and Tony- enmeshed by a socialite who almost ruins his career- returns just 


in time to Kathy... Benign; bland too. 
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August 8 





Roane, Marianne Scribner 
THE FACE OF LOVE $3 .00 







A suggestive, tentative and rather indirect reflection of the “face of love”, the 
degrees and variations of loving - this concerns a rather close circle. There is Dan Fu- 
gate, who wants a divorce from his wife of many years so that he may marry Ghislaine Aures, 
charming, dependent, volatile, immoral. There is Dana Fugate, Dan's daughter, with her 
proprietary, protective love for her father from which her mother is excluded. There is 
Philiv. young and in love with Dana, who elicits from Dana- even though she sleeps with 
him- cnly an indifferent, intellectual response. And there is Martin Turo, Ghislaine's 
husbind, sensitive, cultured, who at the close is able to contact Dana when she leaves 

her father to Ghislaine, realizes he has no need for her... A second novel which is still 
experimental, not entirely free of a certain stylized artifice, but which is interesting 

in its emotional exploration and will appeal to a discriminating, feminine audience. 











August 18 






Doubleday 


Gilbert, Edwin : 
DAMION'S DAUGHTER $3.00 














A rather solemn novel of the theater and young Lorie Damion‘'s subservience to 
her father. This portrays her struggles when reality is pulled out of shape after an em- 
barassing affair with a socialite and her decision to quit college and go to work for her 
father. Ira Damion, who has hidden away his father's theatrical fame, has tried to obli- 
terate the true story of his dead wife's grounds for unfaithfulness, who binds those who 
work for him with chains of debt, lets Lorie put on an experimental play, but shows his 
power by inflicting his decisions. He manages to thwart Lorie's dreams for the play until 

the new stage designer, Paul, persuades her to face things as they are. Ira's affair with 
Ann, the star, his sabotaging of the Bostén opening, the suicide of Ann's husband, and the 
failure of the play, build up to Lorie’s final break with Ira and her decision to stick 
with Paul. Not a glamour novel of the stage, nor yet a gallery of wholly believable char- 
acters, this leans on theatrical technicalities and melodrama for its interest. Fiction 
Book Club. 




























August 22 


Williams, Charles Pellegrini & Cudahy 
MANY DIMENSIONS $3.00 


Another posthumous novel by the author of 4:: Halicws’ Eve @Nd Descent Into Hell, 
both of which have been highly revered by T. S. Eliot. Obsessed by the basic and eternal 
struggle between good and evil as it manifests itself in the living world and in the world 
of fantasy, Mr. Williams putters around with these problems in a philosophical, logistic, 
religious and always unique fashion. Unlike Milton's Pe;ad se Lost. Williams has the 
ability of making good more attractive and more interesting than evil..... In this one, 
the point of arrestment centers on a wondrous, miraculous stone of divine properties which 
once belonged to the Crown of Suleiman, the carpet-flying King in Jerusalem. The periphery 
of this fantasy consists of a group of English folk who are affected by the stone's good 
and evil propensities: Sir Giles, the archaeologist, sees that it will move him through 
time, space and thought and wishes to use it for diabolical experiments and for control of 
the world; the American capitalist, Mr. Sheldrake, wishes to control world transportation; 
the Mayor of Rich wishes to use it for curative purposes; Chief Justice, Lord Arglay and 

& Chloe Burnett, his secretary, see the stone as a way to religious consummation and to God... 
On a strictly metaphysical, abstract level, this is a horrifying, suspended, strange inter- 
lude between worlds that will have an intellectual appeal. 
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Aldanov, Mark Scribner 
A NIGHT AT THE AIRPORT $3.75 


| Seven long-short stories that range from an evocation of the distant past to an 
intimate recreation of people and events just past, these are marked with energetic conver- 
sational gymnastics and are precision paced. Jie Astroiogist experiences the last days of 
Hitler: [he Torso of Beivedere offers a picture of Vasari, Michelangelo, and the attempted 
assassination of the Pope: 7he hub, tells of a night spent in getting divorce evidence: 
rhe “xterminator covers the conference at Yalta and the intimate thoughts of the Big Three: 
A Nicht At The Airporce builds up the panic of a planeload of passengers isolated on an is- 
land airfield as they construe radio reports to mean that war has begun: aurkness pinpoints 
two German officers in a famous French restaurant and their fate: WVunber fourteen follows 
the collapse of Mussolini before he and Clara were killed. Surface and subsurface writing 
where verbal and mental fireworks take precedence over the physical, this is primarily for 
his established market. 





Morris, Wright Scribner 
THE WORLD IN THE ATTIC $2.75 
A continuation of Clyde Muncy's travels backwards into time, begun in /e /one 


Place (1948), as he, his wife, son and daughter move on from Lone Tree to Junction, Nebra- 
ska, where he again sees, through adult eyes, the places and people so well remembered. 
What is left and what has gone, the contrast of the changes against memory's images ~ all 
these have their impact as does his stay with his old friend, Bud, and his wife. With them 
he catches up on all the old and new news, relives the feud between Miss Caddy and Aunt 
Angie, visits the latter and is forced to take an active part when Miss Caddy dies in her 
Sleep. Through the step by step of the funeral arrangements, he pieces together old gossip 
and stories, the pattern of 4 small town's life. His absorption is pierced by his wife and 
children's comments, their hard pressed ability to adjust to this type of life, their har- 
ried defense of life in the city...and it is Aunt Angie's recognition of the end of the 
feud that sends them on their way. A great deal of every day humor, a feeling of factual- 
basis fiction, this expands the pattern begun in the earlier book, and should be of spec- 
ial interest to that market. No pictures this time. 


—September—o— 10 | @ 
Green, Henry Viking 
LOVING $3.00 
The first novel to be published in America by Henry Green who has already estab- 
lished a devotedly enthusiastic following among critics, connoisseurs. Green, whose art 
has been rightly compared with the pure naturalism of the early 18th century (Fielding, 
etc.), and who combines with that an occasional poetry, here has produced a comedy of life 
below stairs in Ireland, during the war. With a deadly fidelity to type and tongue, this 
reproduces the hierarchical household of Mrs. Tennant; Charley Raunce, promoted to butler 
after the passing of Mr. Eldon; Edith, the housemaid he loves, and Kate, whom he passes off 
on the pantry boy; Mrs. Welch, the cook, and Miss Swift, the nanny. From their unctuous- 
ness toward the Madam to the petty thievery on the household accounts they practice under 
her nose, from the scandal over the discovery of Mrs. Jack in bed with a lover to the com- 
mon uneasiness over the disappearance of a sapphire ring, these things occupy this drama of 
little lives which also reflect more widespread patterns of privilege and prestige, custom 
and caste... Perhaps not for a wide public, but for those who have liked the also recently 
imported I. Compton-Burnett who bears a very close comparison in method and mood. 


September 12 


Knopf 
THE RIVER JOURNEY $2.50 


The established talent and the expected territory, this tells of Minerva Parkin- 
son who- when she receives her death sentence from her doctor- wants to leave her husband 


Nathan, Robert 















kicttion 
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@ memory of something special, rather than her railroad bonds. Buying a boat, Minerva and 
Henry set off down the Missouri river towards New Orleans, but Minerva finds their idyll 
disrupted when Henry takes on board a stranger, Mr. Mortimer, and a young girl, Nora. While 
Henry is uneasy in Mr. Mortimer's presence, Minerva finds security with him, even knowing 
that his other name is death and that Nora will also be his victim. Sensing that Nora, to 
whom Henry is attracted, may leave him with an even brighter memory, Minerva tries to per- 
suade Mr. Mortimer to take her first, leave Nora with Henry, but when both die- it is Min- 
erva after all who has left Henry with a sustaining comfort... The great imponderables of 
life and death, love and loss of love reduced to pleasant - and pleasantly poignant fa- 
miliars, this is for the Nathan audience, not at full strength. 












September 14 






Eustis, Helen Harper 
THE CAPTAIN AND THE KINGS DEPART $2.75 














Nine long short stories by the author of Zhe Horizontal Man. which received high 
acclaim in the mystery field in 1946, which confirm the author's ability shown in that 
first novel. Here is female strategy, paths of the mind, sex enmity, all in a variety of 
tempo and all with a sense of urgency. The title story reveals how maturity shows up the 
truth of the past as a man returns for the funeral of his father, who has suicided; others 
tell of a daughter's frustrating shame, of a southern gentlewoman who is able to vanquish 
the traditions and ghosts of the past, of the effects of a woman's selfishness on her child 
and maid, of a defeated neurotic finding escape in a ghost and suicide, of an old Negro 
woman and her granddaughter's birthday,of murder engendered by a self-centered woman's care- 
less words, of an eccentric old woman who talks to animals, of the coming of age of & young, 
second wife as she becomes pregnant. Femininely slanted, collected from magazine appear- 
ance, quality tales. 


& Terrot, Charles Harper 


THE PASSIONATE PILGRIM “~ $2.75 




















* Based on the diary of an ancestor, Sister Sarah Anne Terrot who was one of Flor- 
ence Nightingale's thirty-eight nurses in the Crimea, this is- save for the romantic se- 
quences- true. And there's a great deal of gallantry and drama in this story of Sarah 
Anne's friend, Elizabeth Wheeler, young, impulsive, hotheaded and passionately dedicated 
to her work. With MacLean, the young doctor with whom she was in love, Elizabeth's fight 
to give the men the food which might save their lives, to relieve the conditions in the 
cholera wards which were a charnel house, finally gained ground. In this she ran up against 
the opposition of Menzies, the doctor in charge, of Florence Nightingale, and here the Lady 
with the Lamp carries no sentimental aura, but is a cold, practical, expedient administra- 
tor, playing a guarded game with officialdom to secure the success of her mission at the 
expense of loyalty to her nurses. Elizabeth faces final heartbreak when an indiscreet 
letter home to an aunt arouses public protest, leads to her trial, dismissal and her re- 
nunciation of MacLean... A tragic and spirited story. 


September 15 


Basso, Hamilton Doubleday 
THE GREENROOM $3.00 


This combines two factors useful in making a book popular. It has romance a- 
gainst a glamorous setting: it is a character expose of the sort of person most people 
know. To be sure, the romance turns out to be a holiday idyll, with too realistic an end- 
ing for comfort. And the aging writer, who has managed to cut herself off from all normal, 

(Ge human contacts by her dramatics, her insistence on the limelight, even if it means creating 
scenes in which all others are cast as villains, is - in the end - a stock character, more 
than usually well conceived and carried through to the bitter end. Jackson, an editor in 
a New York publishing house, is assigned one problem job on his holiday in the south of 
France - the ascertaining of the delivery of the manuscript of a famous novelist's memoirs. 
(Readers will be inclined to guess her identity, she has many of the qualifications that 
would suggest, perhaps, an Edith Wharton.) The story has considerable charm in the telling 
and makes good, though not important, reading. 
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September 15 





































Ehrlich, Max Doubleday 
@ THE BIG EYE $2.50 — 


Science fiction in less lurid terms for the story of an astronomical discovery 
that changes the world. 1960 is marked by strange happenings throughout the world, believ- 
ed to be evidence of secret Russian weapons and it is merely a question of who starts the 
unavoidable war. At Palomar, Dr. Dawson calls a conference of international astronomers, 
has his calculations checked, and announces a new planet - Y - will overtake the earth and 
end the world in 1962, at Christmas. After a period of hysteria, all countries settle down 
to peace, prosperity, global good will and christian living, and, as the planet, resembling 
an ever watchful eye, draws nearer and time grows shorter, all wait their doom calmly. And 
the miracle comes - the Big Eye stops before it crashes into the earth and then recedes. 
The world continues its new utopian course, and Dr. Dawson's assistant learns the true 
story of the Big Eye. A good yarn, not of real literary importance, but of more dignity 
than usual superscience tales. 


Feikema, Feike Doubleday 
THE PRIMITIVE $3.50 
Cut out to be the beginning of a trilogy, this giant, open-handed, open-minded 
novel nevertheless stands very solidly- even uncompromisingly- on its own. Evidently an 
adulator of both Whitman and Thomas Wolfe, Feikema's novel has an almighty sweep and bread- 
th, a style which manifests itself in large square blocks, a basic rhythm that has a primi- 
tive echo. Thurs Wraldson, an awkward, overgrown, untutored, orphaned farm boy is given 
the opportunity to be educated at Christian College in Michigan, with the hope that he will 
go into the ministry at the end of four years. Starting off slowly, roughly, and feeling 
unbearably self-conscious of his enormous self, Thurs gradually works his way through the 
€ sophomoric quagmires of lust, the quest for God, the fuzzy politics of the 1930's, the 
sl baffling philosophies and the meaning of brotherhood. On the less intense side, there are 
| escapades in brothels, basketball games, dormitory confabs, college dances, enlightened 
classes given by liberal professors. Thurs emerges, much like Eugene Gant in Look Honeward, 
Angel. @ primitive, solitary, almost mythical wanderer searching for whatever truth there | 
is to be found. This has a ferocity and an unbridled basic spirit that will appeal to 
those who have enjoyed other Feikema titles. 


McCarthy, Catherine Ridgway Houghton, Mifflin 
DEFINITION OF LOVE $3.00 


* With sensitivity, candor, and a young but by no means inexpert touch, this tells 
of Connie Trumbull, twenty, as she fases the first, harsher exposures to the adult world. 
Connie, who had only known the protective privileges of money, her family, and her friends 
from the same cushioned environment, is left quite alone when her father dies- bankrupt. 
Going back to college to work her way through her last year, Connie finds it difficult to 
live in two classes, aligns herself with others who have had no sheltered security; Ted 
Sackett, a poet and teacher, who was sensitive to his stigma of illegitimacy; Myre, a Jew; 
Dick Morey, a Communist. Sackett, evasive toward Connie, leaves her free for Dick who tries 
to make her over, adapt her to party principles which include free love, and in the end 
takes out on her all his resentment of her background. After his suicide, it is to Sackett 
that she turns again... An aware and appealing portrayal of a girl and the reversals of cir- 
cumstances and values, convincingly communicated in a first novel. 


Kaufman, Stanley Rinehart 
es THE HIDDEN HERO $3.50 


The externals of the suspense story, combined simultaneously with the resolution 
of some questions of inner doubt and conflict, this is for the audience which liked the 
David Davidson books- if at a more obvious, insisteily explicit level. Eleanor Shafer, 
running away to Mexico after an act of cowardice- passive rather than active- which led to 
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her lover's death, there becomes personally involved in the search for Earl Seastrom, avi- 
ator hero, who had disappeared some years back. With Roy Anderson, working for a picture 
company on the coast which is anxious to use Seastrom's story, Eleanor participates in the 
long hunt for the hidden hero, senses the shadow of cowardice which surrounds his legend. 
From village to village, from a man who had known Seastrom to a woman who had loved hin, 
the search is finally resolved in America where Eleanor finds Seastrom, is told the story 
of the fraud which underlay his heroism and which led to the years of escape and expiation 
which followed. Physical and psychological action, sustained at a highly readable, popular 
level. 












September 15 






Kent, Mona Rinehart 
MIRROR, MIRROR ON THE WALL $3.00 





The story of Dell Thornton, a public success as a soap opera writer whose private 
affairs were by no means 99 4/10 pure, this tells of a woman who fooled almost everyone- 
and herself- with her formula dramas of marital fidelity, maternal renunciation, but ruined 
the lives around her. Indiana farm born, and inheriting a Methodist conscience and a set 

of store values, Dell soon learned to rationalize any principles she violated. Marrying a 
weakling, Gerald Thornton, and in love with another man- Peter Madison- whose son she was 
carrying, Dell needled her husband into suicide, considered it loyal to her husband's name 
to maintain the fiction that the child was his. Through a lifetime of fraudulent tactics, 
false gestures of nobility, and possessive overconsentration on her boy, Dell finally loses 
Peter and her son, whose perversion she has accomplished... Some familiar, feminine ingredi- 
ents here, this goes at quite a clip, puts a possible personality through some rather im- 
possible paces, and includes some sex scenes which are more than a little rumpled. For 
rental library (not public) circulation. 












September 19 












Brady, Leo Dutton 
, THE EDGE OF DOOM : $3.00 





A dark toned story of an act of violence which pursues- on the surface- the after- 
math of a crime, but is more fundamentally concerned with the Catholic Church's redemption 
of a soul. Martin Lynn, whose father had been a jailbird, whose mother had been worn down 
by poverty, and who is himself resentful of the Catholic faith in which he had been reared, 
kills impulsively the priest to whom he had turned in regard to his mother's funeral. As 
Martin is victimized by fear, by self-pity, by hate, and by the desire to see his mother 
have a fine funeral which he cannot afford, the police continue their prosecution of the 
case and Father Roth, a younger priest, who suspects Martin, hopes to secure his confession 
before the police reach him. And at the close, it is a victory for the Church as Martin 
leaves his mother's bier to turn himself in... An unpleasant story, though a holding one, 
which will have strong publisher pressure and the endorsement of the Thomas More Book Club. 














Barnes, Margaret Campbell - Macrae-Smith 
BRIEF GAUDY HOUR ~ $3.00 


* The forever fascinating story of Anne Boleyn, in its third and most popular ren- 
dition of the year. With an historical amplification which is never obstructive, the ele- 
gant entertainment and exquisite beauty of court life and costume is recaptured, the many 
figures who played a part in this story, the poet Thomas Wyatt, the romantic Harry Percy, 
Wolsey, etc. Following Anne from her eighteenth year, an intelligent, oversensitive girl, 
this shows her inner struggle between her religious background and her father's pressure 

ae to make her Henry's mistress, later his Queen. If disliked by many, there was her charm 
for all men in England and abroad which gave her her brief gaudy hour with Henry, later 
led to her downfall in the falsified evidence of adultery at the trial... Continuing the 
historical series, ‘ithin The Hollow Crown, ‘iy Lady of Cleves. ete. there is again the 
full panoply of period, sympathy of presentation to pull a wide following (presumably 
wider than the Plaidy). 
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September 20 





©} Von Rhau, Henry Houghton, Mifflin 


FRATERNALLY YOURS $2.75 


* A very funny, rude,contemporary canvas portrays the elements of racketeering and 
gangsterdom in everyday life and follows the career of Big Sol from a chaser of petty dibs 
to the president of impromptu unions. It opens with his defiance of a murder charge and 
his first tangle with D.A. Rowley who is out to break the protection that hoodlums from 
Rivington, Hester, Broome and other East Side streets receive from criminally paternalistic 
Gilkie, his mouthpiece Shapiro. Sol, with Charlie Brazil, muscles into unionization prob- 
lems, is slapped down by Gilkie so that he can add them to his dependents. He sets them 
up in a shop of their own, but a vanished payroll sends them hotfoot to North Carolina. 
There, under the protection of the Chief of Police, they run a profitable barroom, and, 
after some superior chiseling, they leave safely and well heeled. Sol rises in Gilkie's 
ranks, gets out of entanglements with two girls, marries respectable Rose, gambles away 
her ring and mink coat and wrecks the marriage in his efforts to help her family. He works 
up to a final split with Gilkie and is caught by the F.B.I. Rowley, in clamping down on 
all of Gilkie's henchmen, throws the book at Sol and drives him to suicide. The exploits, 
attitudes, dialog is often howlingly funny even if the overall picture of organized crime 
leaves a bad taste. Of definite masculine appeal. 


September 21 vy 


Beaty, David Morrow 
THE DONNINGTON LEGEND $3.00 \/ 


A well contrived mosaic of character and characters. An RAF base on a lonely 
island off the Faroes is divided in its opinion towards Donnington, and officers, their 
wives, pilots and aircraftsmen give their picture of the man, and more than incidentally, 
themselves. From the Group Captain, the doctor, the accountant, to members of Donnington's 
own crew, to the women who loved him, to those who wished him well and those who betrayed 
him, come the stories of his extravagant luck, his uncanny ability to handle the jinx ship, 
J-Jig, his merited promotions - and all the conjectures concerning what makes the man tick. 
There is the picture too of the U-boat war and the Coastal Command, of the lack of replace- 
ments and equipment, of the conflict of commands - in all of which Donnington figured, with 
or without, approval. And when orders come for attack on a convoy, it is J-Jig that lets 
him down and his own trusted crew that refuses to stay with him on his suicidal mission. 
The fascination of the self-revelations and the interlocking portraits of the central 
character provides intense rather than thin, popular reading. 


September 22 \- 


Cook, Fannie Doubleda 
THE LONG BRIDGE $2-00 
2. 7S 
.eeeis the one between art and money and this is the not very convincing story of 
an artist who wanted to cross it without selling his soul to Mammon. Annie's youngest child 
was Tom, who, in the years of the depression, never found a job he could like, who, in in- 
dustrial St. Louis, hated the things that industry stood for, who every night brought home 
the message of failure. Finally Annie took a job as cook for one of the city's’ oldest fa- 
milies and Tom moved into a garage of his one-time teacher and started to paint. He did 
odd jobs to pay his way; when he went to see Annie he used the Coort's front door; he knew 
Gil Timothy's weaknesses; he ignored his effect on Eda Coort Timothy for he loved Dandy 


next to his painting and planned to marry her some day. The story reaches its climax with 


Tom's one-man show and the failure of Gil's dream to save his wife's fortune, with Tom's 
marriage to Dandy assured as is her happiness and his faith since his work had won some 

measure of recognition, with his certainty that they can find a way. While the story is 
ostensibly Tom's, only Annie and her staunch independence and perception comes wholly to 
life. There are no race problems here as there have been in her earlier books. 














July 15, 1949 Fiction 
September 25 


Farrar, Straus 


Moravia, Alberto 
| THE WOMAN OF ROME $3 00 © 
The story of the oldest profession by one of its younger members, this is a first 
person narrative which combines a certain naivete with even more self-love and self-pity. 
Adriana, whose mother had high hopes for her, largely financial, is hired out as an artist's 
model, then at eighteen meets Gino, a chauffeur, with whom- to her mother's disgust- she 
falls in love. Her seduction by Gino expectedly does not lead to marriage, and Adriana, 
under the influence of a friend, is led into prostitution, reaches a low when first she 
steals, later she becomes involved with a murderer. Falling in love again, with Giacomo- 
@ student engaged in subversive politics- Adriana finds herself unable to secure his love 
or to save him, and is pregnant when he suicides... You can't work up too much sympathy 
over Adriana- she's such a dumbbunny- but the interludes of fulsome Latin passion may 
salaciously satisfy a few. (Certainly not for Public Libraries.) 


September 26 


Dutton 


Yoseloff, Martin 
THE GIRL IN THE SPIKE-HEELED SHOES $3.00 
Without the warmth, but with the compassion of The Family Members, this tells with 
spare realism of Maybelle Reardon, whose father, a drinking Irishman, and mother, a waitress, 
left her orphaned at fourteen. Unloved, unwanted, Maybelle is put out to board and by the 
time she is seventeen is known for her easy virtue, her spike-heeled shoes. Drifting, as 
a dance partner across the country, through jobs and through men, Maybelle finally gets her 
chance when she meets Jim, honest, hard-working, tender. With her marriage, and the two 
babies that follows, Maybelle finds the life she has always wanted, loses it however when 
Jim is drafted and she learns that he has gone AWOL over another woman. It is the Catholic 
Church however which gives her back her security and her faith in her husband... A sorry, 
shabby picture of a girl that never had a chance- which- even if accurate- is very limited 


in its appeal. 
Announcing for September 27 


Dearing, Frank V.- fd Houghton, Mifflin 
THE BEST NOVELS AND STORIES OF EUGENE MANLOVE RHODES $5.00 


With an apt and able introduction by J. Frank Dobie to the work and the life of 
this “oardplaying, poolplaying, cowpunching natural son of the American West", this puts 
between covers the best writing of the man who romanticized the range in the late 19th oen- 
tury. Of his fourteen novels, four have been selected here, Paso por Aqui. The Trusty 
knaves, Bransford of Rainbow Range, and Good Men and True, with two novelettes, four short 
stories, one narrative, essay and poem. A cowboy classicist given permanent presentation. 


September 29 


Foster, Michael Rinehart 
THE DUSTY GODMOTHER $2.75, 


An oddly old-fashioned sort of book - a city romance, with Kerry, a rather down 
at the heels newspaper reporter, assigned chiefly to the city's seamy side, and Anne, a 
somewhat colorless, singularly naive girl, inexperienced in the ways of men, as central 
figures in the love story. But on the periphery - and, to the bone and sinew of the book, 
more important, - there is Julie, Kerry's nine year old daughter, old and wise beyond her 
years and presumably completely in her Mother's custody. There is also Anne's derelict, 
scoandal-linked father, whose imminent return to plague her is a constant threat. Julie's 
seoret weekly rendezvous with Kerry means a chance for an escape to a world of might-have- 
been stories; her return to her glamorous mother and the step-father who wants to pack her 
off to school means the reality of being ignored as a human being. The knowledge that 














-374- 


July 15, 1949 Fiction 


Kerry is to marry Anne sends Julie into another pretence - of boasting of the extravagances 
her home offers - but neither of them recognize it or that her world is in fragments. Anne's 
father has returned, with shady schemes and charm-masked blackmail and threats. Kerry is 
assigned to a murder in which he knows Anne's father is involved, uses his knowledge to get 
the man out of town not realizing that Anne's father will strike back, through Julie. And 
through his sadistic revenge, of showing Julie how she cannot fit into Kerry and Anne's 
life, he drives her to chooose, seemingly gladly, what her other life offers so that even 
her father, usually understanding, does not see the heartbreak behind the pretence. There 
is good reading here and occasional poignancy. (This ran as a short in Red Book. ) 


September 29 


Rinehart 


Stevenson, D. E. 
VITTORIA COTTAGE $2.75 





The pleasant, if unexciting, annals of the Deering family, of rural Ashbridge, 
as widowed Caroline copes with her children - spoiled, selfish Leda, effervescent Bobbie, 
and James, absent in Malaya - her famous actress sister, Harriet Fane, and her new friend, 
Robert Shepperton. With unassuming faith and goodness, Caroline pulls a young friend 


‘through a difficult childbirth, recognizes, although she does not approve of, Leda's en- 


gagement to eligible Derek. She has the joy of James' return home and his choice of career, 
the mixed pleasure of learning Robert's past, she goes to and gives a party, valiantly 
faces the disgrace of Leda's broken engagement, and she steps aside to give Harriet's love 
for Robert more than a fair chance. But Robert's persistence and Harriet's understanding 
give Caroline well-deserved happiness. Some tartness and spice to the story make this a 
pleasing and plausible English still life. 


KILLING TIME 
August 3 


Goldsmith, Gene M. S. Mill 
LAYOUT FOR A CORPSE $2.50 


With the death of a beautiful heel, a California ad agency and particularly one 
of its men- Hugh Gordon, come into the sphere of suspicion, as do their love lives and two 
girls competing in a contest sponsored by the agency. Gordon, to cool off the hot spot he 
is in, probes other possibilities, identifies the killer before the police. A certain 


forced vivacity- but that's about all. 
August 24 


Morrow 


Gardner, Erle Stanley 
THE D. A. BREAKS AN EGG $2.50 q 


Old friends in new crime-chasing. Doug Selby is on the spot as the unfriendly, 
new owner of a paper, is out to oust him from office and when a robbery and @ murder occur, 
Doug has to hump to protect his reputation. Again A.B. Carr is on hand for counter orig- 
inal attack, but Doug, reliable Rex, the Sheriff, and ever-helpful Sylvia, Doug's news- 
paper pal, manage to untwist the tangled and kmotted threads to get a confession - that 
doesn't hold. The well-practiced formula. 

August 29 
Scribner 


DEATH HAS SEVEN FACES $2.50 


The smell of money, and the evil engendered, as Saul--Baron, whose family feeling 
was a fine, cordial hate, calls to his deathbed seven of his relatives and former associ- 
ates, leaves them with nothing save the promise of a cache of gold. In the scramble this 
sets in motion, three die, others evade attempts against their lives, until the killer is 
caught, the bubble burst. A cleverly conceived and consummated job. 


Austin, Hugh 
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September 6 


Stout, Rex Viking 
THE SECOND CONFESSION $2.50 











* The ponderous pundit and pluperfectly plump prima donna of crime detection at it 
again. Nero Wolfe and sharp tongued Archie head into Communism to satisfy a wealthy cli- 
ent's desire to protect his daughter, head-on into murder, the wrecking of Wolfe's green- 
house and further threats from the omiscient Mr. Zeck. Wolfe assembles and reassembles 
his facts - and figures - and stages a stratagem - with the help of the heads of the Party- 
to extract the truth. As before - showmanship and saleability. 








September 7 












M. S. Mill 
FOUR LOST LADIES $2.50 ae 


Palmer, Stuart 










A welcome for the return of Miss Hildegarde Withers who takes in tow not only 
the possible disgrace of Inspector Oscar Piper but an intelligent bobby soxer and an ebul- 
lient French poodle. Her conviction that four women who have vanished are no longer alive 
leads her to a recent murder, an impersonation and denunciation by Piper. A transcontin- 

ental air trip and the Police Department helicopter break the case. Tart and trustworthy. 








September 15 






Heberden, M. V. Doubleday 
ENGAGED TO MURDER $2.25 


a: 






















International politics with a throwback to Vichy collaborators, and involvement 

gir of seamy American business in the Argentine, complicates the unravelling of a particularly 
exotic murder at a dinner party in Buenos Aires. Exotic because at least half the guests 
had cause and opportunity- and because Rick Vanner, ex-naval intelligence, and still on 
government secret business in the Argentine, happens to be among those present, and is con- 
vinced that a one-time subordinate of his is not as guilty as he looks. The disentangling 
of the web, which nets a second murder, provides some not too savory bits for a good melo- 
dram. 

Heckelmann, Charles N. Doubleday 
GUNS OF ARIZONA $2.50 


Standard stuff in the way of Cavalry life and Indian fighting, this concerns Lt. 
Bob Dallas and Lt. Frank Holland at Camp Breadon in Arizona, military rivals from their 
days at the Point and now rivals over Blanche Raven. Naquino and his renegade Apaches are 
on the warpath, the odds are against the 4th Cavalry, but by the close Dallas uncovers 
evidence of Holland's treason, leads the fight against the Apaches in which Holland is 
killed, winning Blanche and distinction for himself... Passes muster. 


Scherf, Margaret Doubleday 
THE GUN IN DANIEL WEBSTER'S BUST $2.25 


* Some insouciant, ingratiating moments with murder as Henry and his would-be-bride- 
to-be, Emily, are involved in the death of an insolvent client, Mrs. Delaphine, and have 
cause to suspect Cornelia, Henry's sister, who was very friendly with the dead woman in a 
hostile sort of way. Some nonsense about a gun hidden in a bust, a mink cape, and a bird 
cage keeps this going in a gay, sometimes downright funny, way. Crime Club. 


Daly, Elizabeth Rinehart 
ee AND DANGEROUS TO KNOW $2.50 


These Gamadge stories are good reading, even when they don't come off - and this 
has too much misdirection, too many people, too many loose ends. Gamadge trails the death, 
made to look like an accident, of a rich old woman, tracks to earth (literally) a disap- 
pearance, uncloaks the Dunbars' family disagreements and disintegration - while the story 
gathers too much moss. He permits his findings to fall into other hands, but at the end 
brings most of the threads together. New York setting for shady doings. 
















July 15, 1949 Mysteries, Westerns -576- 


September 15 


Tucker, Wilson Rinehart / 
é& THE STALKING MAN $2.50 




















Another case for the insurance investigator, Charles Horne, in which he and his 
insult-tossing friend, Lt. Wiedenbeck, are confronted by the killing of a railroad agent. 
With apparently no motive and at first no knowledge of the method, Horne's suppositions 
of murder are confirmed and he backtracks to Chicago and Hammond, to an old murder and 
robbery to get his proof. Spots of humor and careful bloodhounding. 








September 20 


Bronson, F.W. Farrar, Straus 
THE BULLDOG HAS THE KEY $2.50. 


A strenuous scrimmage, at a Yale reunion, which involves smuggled diamonds, for- 
eign agents, hired crooks, bulldogs, kidnappings and killings. Brakely, of the state de- 
partment, combines his 25th reunion with work on the case of naive Professor Parker and 
the jewels he had smuggled, wavers between his opponents and a blonde, and concludes the 
case successfully. A fast and frantic chase, pretty generally confusing. 


Bellairs, George Me cmillan 
DEATH ON THE LAST TRAIN $2.50 


The deliberate deduction of Inspector Littlejohn of the Yard as he approaches all 
angles in the death of Timothy Bellis; the failure of his bank; the admirers of his dead 
wife who could not condone Bellis’ treatment of her; his girl friend, Bessie and her back- 
ward suitor; and the poison pen letters Bellis has received. A solid integration of crime 

* and character, this is British born and bred. 


September 21 \“ 


Walling, R. A. J. Morrow 
THE CORPSE WITH THE MISSING WATCH | $2.50 _—"| 


The indefatigable Tolefree right in his element in proving that too many coinci- 
dences work out to logical links. A murder in Polgarth ties into a wartime meeting in 
Brittany, and as Tolefree evolves a grammar of treason, the web is woven around the crimin- 
al. A well disciplined example of better British sleuthing. 


September 26 


Queen, Ellery Little, Brown 
CAT OF MANY TAILS $2.75 


* The old master, nonplussed, even a little unnerved, by the nine unrelated deaths 
by strangulation which bear no clues, no common denominator, and no interidentity. As New 
York City reaches a panic pitch, Ellery Queen is appointed as the Mayor's special investi- 
gator, singles out his killer, only for a reversal of the evidence after the closing of the 
case. Some of the same old stratagems, in a new territory- psychoanalytical-, and a more 
than superior manhunt. 






September 29 











Rinehart 
RING THE BELL AT ZERO $2.50 


A first case for Zebulion Buck and Jim Dunn when they are retained to investigate 
a Colorado resort run by two aging sisters. Finding the resort a clipjoint, filled with 
gothic horrors and financially interested relatives, they also run into murders past and 
present, stumble through to a solution... Trying pretty hard, all this proves is that A 
for effort is not enough. 





Nelson, Hugh Lawrence 
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A SIGNIFICANT STUDY 


This 1s not a "Must Book" nor yet a “Dark Horse’ in sales expectations.: We have given it 
this prominence because of the inherent importance of z:ts subject and its treatment, and 
because of the widespread, longterm critical attention it will command. 


September 29 


Oxford 


Deutscher, Isaac . 
STALIN: A Political Biography $5.00 

* A brilliant, and although based on twenty years of study and research into Soviet 
affairs of which Stalin is an inseparable part, this is still a very absorbing portrait of 
one of the great men of our time. This book (and by comparison the Fischer, Duranty, 
Trotsky seem like surface impressions- personal, partisan, unverified) is necessarily- as 
subtitled- a political biography, since almost nothing is known of Stalin's intimate life. 
But what Deutscher intends by that definition is that his hook is an analysis of Stalin's 
political achievements. And even these involve many complexities, many contradictions, 
since Stalin's life is “like an enormous palimpsest, where many scripts are superimposed 
upon one another, each script dating from a different period, each written by a different 
hand, each giving a different version of events". One sees something of the man, enigmatic, 
colourless, distrustful of words, and with “all the severity of Tsarist and Bolshevik 
Russia". But the chief concern is with his career which is first subordinate, then a 
dominant directive in the course of Soviet history. The background, from what little is 
known, from childhood on; the early revolutionary activities; the path to power and its 
accumulation in Stalin's hands; the heritage of Leninism- “socialism in one Country” which 
he continued and fulfilled, but which he was to extend as with the second, Stalinist 
revolution, international ideals were joined with national sentiment, and the socialism 
in one country ramified to include international demands and implications. And these two 
policies, the nationalist and the revolutionary, clashed on crucial points. Stalin how- 
ever did not make "a clear-cut choice between the two; he pursued both lines simultaneously; 
but whereas the nationalist one predominated during the war, the revolutionary one was to 
gain momentum after the war". And in these later chapters there is an examination of this 
redirection of his foreign policy, from its first search for collective security before 
the war, through the war and Teheran, Yalta, Potsdam; to the impenetrable iron curtain of 
which he as the chief architect and which gave him the protection he needed at home and 
abroad; and finally the dangerous dilemma Russia andAmerica face today as the two systems 
militate against each other, invalidating the concept of peaceful co-existence. A portrait 
which bears a certain detached admiration rather than animus, here Stalin is not classed 
with Hitler among the tyrants who left a record of worthlessness and futility. But creative 
as well as destructive, he takes his place with Robespierre, Cromwell and Napoleon, who also 
rode to power on the back of a revolution, mastered it, and carried it beyond its original 
intentions and the confines of one country. 


AND ONE DARK HORSE 
September 21 


Arnold, General of the Army H.H. Harper 
GLOBAL MISSION $5.00 


In the succession of war memoirs, this may well rank- and should- with the Eisen- 
hower on the strength of Arnold's leadership of the Army Air Force, an inherently glemorous 
branch, and on the personality of the man himself, dynamic, forthright, honest, human. Hap 
Arnold was one of the first few pioneers who flew the paper, wood and wire planes before 
the first World War. Trained by the Wright Brothers, he progressed with the planes he flew 
until he led the greatest single force for mass destruction ever created. During the first 
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war he was quick to see the possibilities of aviation and was a close friend and supporter 
of the crucified Billy Mitchell. Between wars, he fought on for funds for an air force, 
and as the leader of that air force during World War II Arnold was instrumental in forging 
American air power. Fighting against the demands of theater commanders which would have 
dispersed our planes, against the British who believed daylight bombing impossible, against 
the Navy who wanted control, this also shows his tremendous organizational ability as he 
created this body. Arnold came into contact with Roosevelt, Churchill, Stalin, the mili- 
tary and naval leaders of the world, and he gives his own opinions of all- both good and 
bad. And lastly, his recommendations for the future- based on his accomplishments in the 
past- may well be prophetic. Written with the casual defiance common among the men of 

this service, the book strikes a strong blow for continued vigilance in the air based on 
the lessons learned by the man and men who destroyed Germany and Japan. A long book, but 
one which most men will find absorbing. 


PROBLEMATICAL BOOKS 
August 8 


Hillyer, Robert Knopf 
THE DEATH OF CAPTAIN NEMO $2.75 


This fantastical poem based on the story by Jules Verne of Captain Nemo and his 
submarine, the Nautilus, marks both the most interesting contribution Robert Hillyer has 
yet made to poetry and perhaps a new note in the history of poetry itself. What Hillyer 
thinks of the poetry of the last half century, the poetry of Eliot, Pound, etc., is now 
well-known by his statements in the Saturda, Rev. ew of L.tervature against the awarding of 
the Bollingen prize. This work is therefore interesting not only in itself but as a 
demonstration of what Hillyer thinks modern poetry can and should be. Three things become 
at once apparent about Hillyer. He is looking forward not backward; he is catching the 
mood of 1950, a mood of musing, of tentative adventure. Second, he has discarded the hard 
imagism of the group above and has invented a fluid and somewhat mellifluous blank verse 
which fits his subject very well. Third, he is only a fair technician as a poet, and in 
this work he has chosen to remain so vague and allusive that were it not for the explana- 
tory foreword it would be hard to get the drift of the narrative. Nevertheless, he has 
struck off a new note in English poetry, and poets, and followers of poetry, will be at- 
tracted and interested. 


Humphries, Rolfe Scribner 
THE WIND OF TIME $2.50 


This last volume by Rolfe Humphries is on the whole disappointing. It shows lit- 
tle direction, integration or coherence of style. The verse moves from a mildly serious 
to a mildly light mood, and in no case expresses anything worth noting or remembering. The 
poetical sensitivity is not deep and the point of view inconsequential. This is the more 
discouraging as Humphries’ earlier work seemed to show much lyrical promise. 


August 10 
Alsberg Henry G.-éfd. Hastings House 
THE AMERICAN GUIDE $7.50 
and 
Jenkins, Elmer-/d. Public Affairs Press 
GUIDE TO AMERICA- 042-5" fd tion $3.75 


It is unfortunate that these two books should be published simultaneously, as 
inevitably there will be a good deal of confusion in the public mind (as well as in the 
minds of dealers and public libraries). In so far as possible here are the points of 
similarity and difference.... The Hastings House volume will have the extre publicity at- 
tendant on its being a Book of the Month premium book- but the price will differentiate 











July 15, 1949 Non~f .ction -379- 


the market first and last. In size the books are almost identical, though in length the 
Hastings House book runs to almost 1400 pages as against about 700 pages in the Jenkins’ 
book. Naturally, the Hastings House book, at about double the price, is a handsomer 
volume, with more elaborate maps- though no more in actual number. Where the Hastings 
House maps are regional maps, city mops, etc., the Jenkins’ book has an individual map for 
each state, an outline map with places indicated, but no highways, waterways etc. shown. 

So much for general physical attributes. The Alsberg book includes special articles by 
feature writers on such topics as history, architecture, literature, music, Indians, labor, 
etc. by experts in the fields. It then follows the same general plan as the Jenkins‘ book, 
with the states separated. But where the Alsberg book groups the states in regional units, 
the Jenkins' book is a straight alphabetical arrangement, and within each state, the cities 
are arranged alphabetically, following general information within relatively small compass, - 
data on history, geography, agriculture, animal life, industries, towns and cities, note- 
worthy sights, scenic landmarks, and so on. I found the descriptive text easier to read 

in the Jenkins' book, for the excessive use of abbreviations in the Alsberg book makes it 
seem wholly utilitarian. In spite of the fact that Mr. Jenkins is travel director of the 
AAA, his book seems less of a handbook for travellers than the other, where the actual 
arrangement and order of progression is based on travel routes. The Bibliography and the 
Index in the Jenkins’ book makes it an easy handbook for ready reference. And at the 
price an extraordinary value. It has been brought up to date since its original publica- 


tion in 1947. 


August 29 


Howe, Irving & Widick, B.J. Random House 
THE UAW AND WALTER REUTHER $3.00 


Today- in most minds- the UAW and Reuther are virtually synonymous. But such 
_ was not always the case. Here is the story of the growth of the UAW, internal as well as 


external struggles, political battles, "family" squabbles; here are pen portraits of its 
top leaders and their followers; here finally the emergence of a labor statesman, Walter 
Reuther. His battles- and they were real battles- to defeat the “pork chop® union leaders, 
the conservatives, the radicals, the communists and their followers - make exciting read- 
ing. The portrait of Reuther appears to be a fair one, unbiased, objective, though the 
authors acknowledge their friendship and deep admiration for the man. Intensely human and 
personal at times~ with much of Reuther’s background, early life, indoctrination into 
union matters, etc., all of this grooves into the broader range picture, and - for anyone 
interested in labor problems- provides a valuable insight into the forces in unions and 
their leadership. There are splendid chapters on Detroit and its development as automotive 
center of the world. The authors have done an interesting sociological study of race 
problem in the industry. This is a labor book that is much more than a labor book. It 
should show the general reader what part labor and unions play in American life, how they 
function, how real leadership is developed. And it is very good reading. 


Johnston, Warden Scribner 
ALCATRAZ ISLAND PRISON $3.50 


A sober, rather than spectacular, history of Alcatraz by Johnston, its warden, 
from the time when it was set up as a maximum security prison for habitues, incorrigibles 
and escape artists. There is something of the prison, its regime and routine, and the 
penological methods Warden Johnston applied. There is even more of the inmates which were 
screened from all prisons and taken to the "Rock" from which escape was considered imposs- 
ible; their star boarder, Al Capone; the stormy petrel- Roy Gardner; Machine Gun Kelly and 
the Karpis-Barker gang; these and many other criminal characters, and their pre-prison 
history provide a contemporary crime documentary, for those that like theirs factual rather 
than fictional. 
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August 29 


Coleman, Arthur & Bobbie A. A. Wyn 
THE TEXAS COOKBOOK $2.50 


Two native Texans (from San Antonio) have brought together all the things the 
outlander associates with Texas eating - barbecues, chiles, tortillas, and the like, and 
added the things home ranch folk know and like, and seasoned it all with some favorites 
of their own and their friends, and turned out a cookbook, with 250 recipes, old and new, 
which men particularly would find to their liking. Unfortunately, for the northeasterner 
or the middlewesterner, many of the ingredients and the Spanish names for things will keep 
them checking back to the glossary, only to find that certain spices, herbs, and other in- 
gredients are not easy to find outside the region. But for a regional cookbook- and a 
somewhat specialized one (Texan in style, breezy, a bit on the rough side) this has its 
place. “Tall eating- tall drinking- tall tales." 


September 1 


Toychiko Kagawa & Others , Friendship Press 
SONGS FROM THE LAND OF DAWN $2.00 


This is a little book for Christian missionaries in the Far East. The verses 
have been re-written chiefly by a Japanese convert to the Christian religion. He uses the 
classical Japanese haiku form, for the most part, to express sentiments of Christian so- 
lace to his people. The mood is pleasant and friendly; but if the poems contain any qua- 
lity of their own it is quite obscured by mediocre translation. With an introduction by 
Ralph Sockman, the book is directed towards church people engaged in work with simple 
folk unaccustomed to Christian ideas. 


September 7 UL 
Schacter, Harry W. Harper 
KENTUCKY ON THE MARCH $3.00 —- 


In part a detailed report, in part 4 testimonial, this tells of the Committee 
for Kentucky (which was inspired by the author), a spontaneous civic movement to improve 
conditions in this state. This Committee, started in 1943, represents the professional, 
business, labor, racial, industrial and agricultural groups as well as the radio, press, 
women's organizations. It has dealt with labor, health, education, the State Constitu- 
tion, etc. and in bringing facts before the public, has been able to raise Kentucky's 
standards through legislation and community education... Of regional interest, and be- 
yond that- as an example of a successful civil and public relations project. 


Lindblom, Chariess E. Yale Univ. Press 
UNIONS AND CAPITALISM $3.75 


The posing of a problem, rather than a formula for its solution, this is a 
thoughtful and at times provocative handling of the conditions underlying the develop- 
ment of top heavy union power, and the road to which it may lead. Though deeply sympath- 
etic with unions and appreciative of their great contribution to American industry in gen- 
eral, the author is fearful that in the end the power of unions may unintentionally upset 
the American capitalistic system without putting anything in its place. He shows the 
spiral as higher wages lead to higher prices which lead to either inflation or umemploy- 
ment. When capitalism swung too far to the right, government intervened to restore fair 
competition. If labor goes too far the other way, it can force government intervention 
to establish prices and wages, and thereby undermine competitive economy. Not an easy 
book to digest, for it is a subject that requires the best thinking of economists, labor 
leaders and governmental officials, if the American worker is to continue to have the 
advantages in abundance and security which the American capitalist system has provided. 
(The author is in the department of economics at Yale). 
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September 8 


Bell, W. D. M. Harcourt, Brace 
KARAMOJO SAFARI $3.75 


A professional hunter, artist and adventurer, tells of a fifty year old safari in 
East Africa, where he was the first white man seen by the natives, and provides a good game 
hunting book. Here is the story of the search for elephants and their ivory, of the day by 
day setting up and working an African safari, of power rifles and expert shooting, of per- 
manent and trail camps, of faraway and strange places. 14 months of travel, 6 months of 
actual hunting, 354 tusks taken from 180 head of elephant resulted in a 6,000 pound ster- 
ling profit. There are plenty of incidents of the journey, the individual native hunters 
and bearers, the unusual customs different villages offered; there are the lucky days and 
the bad days, and always the excitement of danger when confronted by their prey. This 
should be something to offer those who remember Du Chaillu and his African adventuring, 
and of definite interest to hunters and sportsmen. Introduction by Negley Farson. 


September 13 


Landman, Joan & David Houghton, Mifflin 
WHERE TO SKI: Sk. Gu:de to the I. S.-& Canada $3.00 


A Baedeker to some four hundred ski areas and what they offer the novice, inter- 
mediate and advanced skier. The listings, which include 24 states and Canada, give the 
specifics on lifts and trails (lengths and heights), where to stay and how much it will 
cost, and how you get to the particular destination. A useful handbook for the ever- 


increasing number of devotees. 
‘ — : 
) 1 San peg yr 
* — ie Ls t CoA e' % ¢ \ 
5 i Rinehart 
THE GOOD HOUSEKEEPING MUSIC.-BOOK $3.50 


September wo q 


Marek, George rr hc 


For & popular- not a professional- market, this collection of pieces which appear- 
ed originally in vood Housekeep ng and which give an informal, familiar, relaxed introduc- 
tion to music. The area of coverage here is pretty wide, ranging from the enjoyment of 
music, listening to music, the development of taste, to the make-up of the orchestra, the 
function of chamber music, the opera. Music at home, whether you play or just listen; 
music with your children (lessons, concerts, etc.); the business side of music; composers- 
with profiles of some famous favorites and a discussion of some specific works; books, 
records, musical terms, songs, anecdotes, etc. etc. all this is aimed at an amateur audi- 


ace to heighten its listening pleasure. 


, 
La 


6 Ziff-Davis 


Anderson, L.A. 
HUNTING THE AMERICAN GAME FIELD $3.50 

There have been so many general books on fishing and specialized books on hunting, 
that it is rather a surprise to find one like this that covers so wide a range. I should 
think it would be - particularly at this price - an excellent choice for the small book- 
shop that needs only one stock item in this field- or the small public library that cannot 
cover all facets of the subject. Its scope is its best sales angle:- sound basic informe- 
tion on guns and gunning, on equipment, its care, on woods lore and formalities of the 
field- some scattered throughout the text, most of it concentrated into opening and closing 
chapters. In between, the author covers, not exhaustively but competently, upland game, 
ducks and geese, small game, deer, moose, bear, sheep- and subdivisions under all of these. 
It is a rather impersonal book, in the sense that it is fAictual rather than anecdotal, and 
general- geographically speaking- not confined to specific areas the author has hunted. The 
data for reference and the how to do it angles are here:- the game, the cover or locale, 
the food, how to hunt, the time of year or time of day, the use of dogs, guns and techni- 
ques, and so on. 











July 15, 1949 Non-fiction -382- 


September 16 


Bonestell, Chesley & Viking 
Ley, Willy THE CONQUEST OF SPACE $3.95 


Willy Ley, rocket expert and science writer, has teamed up with Chesley Bonestell, 
scientific illustrator, to produce a sort of college-bred version of Buck Rogers’ travels, 
without however resorting to death-rays, anti-gravity belts, and related paraphernalia of 
comic-book science. Sticking to the facts, they make a fascinating business of the mechan- 
ics and mathematics of space travel, and of the conditions likely to be met by the first 
space-travelers (within the next decade or two- thinks Mr. Ley) when they set off for the 
first voyage to the moon, Venus, and other members of the solar system. Although much of 
the technical data on rocket-ship construction, trajectories, planetary ellipses and such 
will prove tough going for the reader ungrounded in physics, there is ample motivation in 
the vivid and imaginative illustrations (17 in color, 32 in black and white) to carry one 
over the difficult sections. | 


September—19-— dof O 


Reik, Theodor Farrar, Straus 
FRAGMENT OF A GREAT CONFESSION $6.00 


Not too fragmentary, this “confession” runs to close to 600 pages and is actually 
& psychoanalytic autobiography. Opening with a study Theodor Reik made some twenty years 
ago which was based on his absorption in Goethe as a@ young man, he applies the analytic 
method to the unknown, unsolved motivation behind Goethe's abandonment of Friederike, whom 
he loved. This leads to an identification with Reik's own life, his sexual relationship 
with his wife- who became ill, and later with another woman, and the various manifestations 
of the unconscious which took place.... The fullblown and digressive sentimentality which 
has characterized all of Reik's books is once more a part of this which is chiefly valid 
a@s personal self-expression and holds little professional interest. 


Announe ng for this date 


Hammerstein, Oscar & Random House 
Logan, Joshua SOUTH PACIFIC $2.50 


The number one sensational sell-out, in book form. 
September 21 


Winsten, Stephen-fq._ Creative Age 
THE QUINTESSENCE OF G.B.S. $3.75 


This is a baffling book to report, because- though in a sense it is fascinating- 
one cannot help but wonder how it will be used. George Bernard Shaw's voluminous writings, 
over @ long life, have offered many facets of the man and his beliefs. A neighbor, an ad- 
mirer, & scholar, has sifted this mass of material and selected what he feels offers "the 
quintessence of G.B.S." His introduction explains- rather lamely- his scheme of arrange- 
ment, his attempts to present what Shaw thinks and feels and is- what he has said in the 
fields of philosophy, economics, religion. The subtitles of his divisions range from the 
highly personal "About Myself"- "I Become an Author"- "On Being Merry" - to subjects of 
such wide range as "Education"- "Culture”- “Theatre"- “Books” etc. And reading bits here 
and there makes one feel that the divisions are necessarily arbitrary, and that very often, 
it has been assumed that it is G.B.S. speaking through the words of one or another of his 
characters in his plays, his comments on the wide range of topics on which he has written. 
Just how a book of this sort will be indexed- if at all- will perhaps determine whether 
it will be used as a sampler of Shaw, or a reference book. Anyhow, it certainly persuades 
one to turn back to the old master himself. 
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Duell, Sloan & Pearce , 
THE GOLDEN THREADS $3.75 V 


New Enpiand s M 


Josephson, Hannah 
LL Girts and Magnets 


For nearly fifty years, from 1813 until 1860, the textile industry founded by 
Francis Cabot Lowell in Lowell, Mass., flourished and waxed fat. The Lowell girls, the 
ones who worked in the mills, shared in a sort of industrial utopia, and this is a vignette 
of the growth of our industrial system, and a prophetic pronouncement for the world of mass 
production which was to follow. The whole picture is drawn, the birth of the idea, the 
sometimes slick acquisition of the machinery, the raising of capital, the combines, the 
banks, the cities which all grew out of this expanding New England concept. Side by side 
with it runs the story of the Lowell girls, the workers, their lives, their vain attempts 
to lower hours, raise wages, and their gradual withdrawal from the field... Business men, 
students of economics, sociology, history, workers everywhere will find this easy and 
profitable reading. 

Davis, Carl Henry, M.D. & oft Harper 

Ferguson, Donita CHILDBIRTH: Your Questions Answered $2.50 v 


In question and answer presentation, this is a straightforward, sensible, on oc- 
casion statistical, and unfussy approach to pregnancy and childbirth which disposes of popu- 
lar misconceptions and misinformation. Conception; fitness for childbearing; your chances 
of a normal birth; the stages of pregnancy; hospitals, doctors, and the costs involved; 
prenatal care (diet, travel, etc. etc.); abnormalities; normal labor and delivery; feeding 
the baby- and the return home. The last chapters include contraception, abortion, in- 
fertility, what to and what not to do.... The market is obviously the prospective parent. 


Ross, Ishbel Harper 
CHILD OF DESTINY $3.50 


A thoroughly worthwhile biography that never underestimates the integrity of its 
subject but which does manage to soften which might have been a wholly austere picture of 
a dedicated life, this tells of Elizabeth Blackwell and her career as first woman doctor in 
the United States. The story of her talented, lively family, their migration from England 
to New York City, Cincinnati, her early days of school teaching and her long battle to 
achieve her ambition to become a doctor are given all possible personal touches, and a warm 
feeling for the people involved. What it meant in the 19th century to get a medical educa- 
tion here, in Paris, in England, what her near-blindness led to, how the New York Infirmary 
was founded and how it was staffed by women, what she did in choosing nurses for the Union 
Army, how she fought for reforms, and how she rounded out her life with an adopted daughter 
and with her sister Emily who followed in her footsteps - these are part of Dr. Blackwell's 
inspired story. It contributes a fine chapter to women's part in modern life. 


Nordyke, Lewis i| 14 Morrow 
CATTLE EMPIRE - $4.00 


The story of the 3,000,000 acre ranch, XIT, from 1882 to 1908, from its origin, 
in 1875 when, in exchange for building the capitol at Austin, Babcock, Taylor and the Far- 
wells received the land. This tells of big business, that stretched to England, brought 
to ranching, of a spread that became dominant in the Panhandle, that was influential in 
changing the cattle industry. It tells too of pressure politics that went all the way to 
the White House, of the rules forbidding guns, liquor, smoking, of an empire that made, and 
broke the men in charge, of the lack of water, the terrors of prairie fire, the local hat- 
reds that had to be combatted. A record of near-defeat turned into notable success, of 
large scale operations in beef production and ranch running, this ends with the sale of 
the property in a last land-rush and in its factual content makes the fictional western 
look fairly pale. A definite masculine interest here. 
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Nicolson, Harold Doubleday _ 
é BENJAMIN CONSTANT $4.00 ~ 


A book for the literary scholar rather than the general biography reader, this 
story of Benjamin Constant, writer, politician and liberal, who moved in the intellectual 
world of the 18-19th centuries. It is a painstaking coverage of the influence of his 
family, particularly his father and his experimental ideas of education, of his courage 
and self-imposed passions, of his feckless, inconsequential life. There are his important 
attachments- to Madame de Charriere, Madame de Stael, Madame Recamier; there is his wife, 
Charlotte, to whom he turned when he escaped de Stael; there is his part in Bonaparte's 
regimes and, in his later life, in the liberal world. It shows in detail the importance 
of people on him, of his enslavement to de Stael, to gambling; it proves his clarity of 
intellect and traces the inconsistencies and alternations in his careers, the impossibility 
of complete integration of personality. It provides an examination for the serious stu- 
dent of historical periods. 

oy ae en 
Schevill, Ferdinand TAWA AS | i Harcourt, Brace 
THE MEDICI $4.00 





An objective study of the Medici, attempting to study the conditions of their 
rise to power and to evaluate their accomplishments, by a well-qualified historian. This 
surveys the early history of Florence, from its founding as a Roman colony to its emergence 
as a republic in 1293, the period leading up to Medici control which began in 1434 and the 
culture of Florence before the Medici. Then the accession of the Medici who controlled in 
the background but nevertheless ruled the republic- Cosimo, Piero, Lorenzo,- their expulsion 
at the end of the 15th century and their return to power at the beginning of the 16th, un- 

e til that time when Florence was no longer a republic and another branch of the family ruled 
as Dukes. Interested in art, the Medici patronage of Dante, Raphael, Michelangelo, etc. 
added to the stature of their role... A serious study, not a popular presentation, for 
permanent rather than immediate usage. 


September 23 


Wightman, Frank Duell, Sloan & Pearce ~ 
THE WIND IS FREE $5.00\/ 


For the sea-going fraternity, this account of nearly 6,000 miles of ocean travel 
under sail by a man who waited 20 years for his dream to come true. The author pictures 
the long years of planning his boat, waiting, through the interruption of war, the necessity 
of working, for the day when he could build it, and finally the revolt from his job so that 
he could indulge his ambition. Then on to the construction of the craft, the start of the 
ocean cruise, in the company of his friend “Gray”, and the discipline of the “dear ship” 
as they sail from South Africa to St. Helena, Ascension, Brazil and up to Trinidad. There 
is vivid description of the hazards of seafaring, of the rewards of lonely travel and in- 
dependence of the problems of muddling through and of learning practical seamanship, of the 
severe bludgeonings of storms, of shore adventures and of the complete satisfaction of ful- 
filling a life's ambition. Starred for the tars. Illustrated with photographs by Graham 
Young. 









Williams, H. Lionel & Pellegrini & Cudahy 
Ottalie K. EVERYWOMAN'S BOOK OF HOUSEHOLD REPAIRS $2.50 











I'm not sure this is necessarily confined to the feminine sex, as there's lots 
here for any handyman as well in this fixit book of suggestions for the care and use as 
well as repair of household articles. From such miscellaneous items as porcelain, rubber, 
china and glass, shades, rugs, linoleum, pots and pans, furniture, stoves, radios, pianos, 
this goes on to home painting, electrical repairs, plumbing, house structure, floors, yard 
and garden equipment, and your car - with a few notes on the elimination of household haz- 
ards, Sounds simple, but it will take a fairly ambitious amazon. The market should paral- 
lel that of First Aid for the Ailing House. 









e 
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Vallentin, Antonina Random House 
THIS I SAW $5.00 


A whole-hearted biography of Goya and the full panoply of 18th century Spain in 
which he lived, this indicates the ornaments of his legend, the actual blanks of real know- 
ledge of his life. This is the story of his burning desire for official recognition, of 
the development of his great art, of the terrific physical and artistic vigor, of the women 
in his life, of his relations at Court, of his penetrating pictorial comment on his times, 
of his deafness and its importance in his later years - a story graphically, vividly pre- 
sented. It is an addition to art biographies which is rich in the descriptions of his 
works, full in the historic details, thorough-going in the mirroring of his affairs - fi- 
nancial, romantic, public and private - and expansive in the panorama it unrolls of nation- 
al and international events. The type of biography that is of interest not only in the 
field of painting but in the more general market too. Translated by Katherine Woods. 


Gordon, Lesley A. A. Wyn 
A PAGEANT OF DOLLS $3.75 


The number of doll collectors- the group activities and organizations- the chan- 
nels of information all bear witness to the need of a book such as this. It is a more 
direct sort of approach than, perhaps, the St. George book- Dolls of Yesterday published 
last year by Scribner, in that the min text deals with specific dolls of countries round 
the world, their history, their costumes. She has chosen dolls that are reasonably avail- 
able - not historic dolls or dolls of great value- and this will make her book more practi- 
cal for the collector whose interest lies in dolls characteristic of different peoples, 
rather than antiquarian values. The background history of dolls tells much of their signi- 
ficance- the variants- the reflection of social customs-national customs- fashions, etc. 
There is some space given to development in techniques of doll making, materials of which 
they have been made, uses to which they are put. Throughout, the text is livened by line 
drawings, and there are numerous double spreads in full color. Wonderful value in a book, 
the market for which will cover children and adults. 


September 26 


Salter, Andrew Creative Age 
CONDITIONED REFLEX THERAPY $3.75 

A popular presentation of the new technique which will be publicized as CRT, this 
form of psychotherapy is based on the conditioned reflex approach established by Pavlov 
which the author claims will displace psychoanalysis. Time and money consuming, “Psycho- 
analysis is a witches Sabbath of concepts that fades into air at the tolling of the Pav- 
lovian bell". In the first chapters he explains the physiology of hypnosis and his methods 
of conditioning responses of inhibition, excitation. In the later chapters he shows how 
his psychotherapy has worked successfully to remedy pain, insomnia, low self-sufficiency, 
claustrophobia, stuttering, alcoholism, smoking, shyness, anxiety, masochism, homosexuality- 
in only a few treatments. What the professional response to or sponsorship of CRT will be 
remains conjectural- but it does seem like a pretty tall order. The publishers however are 
backing this enthusiastically and have a certain established evidence in that three in the 
office have already given up smoking. 


September 27 


Harvey, Ruth Houghton, Mifflin 
CURTAIN TIME $3.00 


In contrast to Cornelia Otis Skinner's memoirs, these are somewhat prim remembr- 
ances of early life in Winnipeg, with Mother an ex-actress and Father a theater manager. 
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She tells of the joys of having two houses (confusing to her young friends) to live and 

Play in; of being able to thrill and suffer with: Ben Hur, In Old Kentucky, Uncle Tom's 

@ Cabin, and other popular dramas; to see and know the stars as they played the circuit - 

» Schumann-Heink, Anglin, McIntyre and Heath, and many others; to go behind scenes and watch 

glamor in the making. It is an account too of family and personal anecdotes, of life in 
and around Winnipeg, of travel to the States, of the building of a new theater, and its 
decline and fall after World War I. A scrapbook of things as they were which has its full 
share of happy family times. 


















September—26-—. 
| “hovturbhe, 2 
Trueblood, Ted hove , Crowell 
THE ANGLER'S HANDBOOK $4.95 


Orchids to Crowell for two of the best books on fishing of this or any season. 
On P. 316 we reported Dan Holland's Trout Fishing (Crowel1-$5.00) and in that report, 
summarized comparative values of various of the season's publications. This book too can 
be highly recommended, for the fisherman who wants to know how to catch fish- whatver the 
kind of fish, or the sort of lure. Again it is a how-to-do-it book, not a book of person- 
al anecdotal material, and for that reason will appeal only to the fisherman of the family- 
whatever the sex. It's not a book for home reading, except out of season when reading 
about fishing is better than nothing. The first part has several unusual features:- 4 
chapter of knots and how to tie them (this is incidental information in most anglers' 
books); a chapter on tackle work- which is upkeep, care, repair- rather than making your 
own; and at the end, the best glossary I've seen, called Tackle Terminology. The sections |. 
on learning to cast - before, as he says, even applying for a license, will appeal to | 
youngsters who can’t afford a license. An excellent handbook. 





ae 
Coombs, Anna Olsson 1-28 A. A. Wyn 
THE SMORGASBORD COOKBOOK $2.50 










* It's two years since the author's Modern Swedish Cookbook was published, and I 
still remember its delectable sounding recipes, and still regret my powers of resistance 
in not adding the book to already overladen shelves. Now with this sequel I've decided 
I must have them both. The concentration here is on Smorgasbord dishes, primarily, though 
the application can be made to the home table- painlessly, I'd guess. Already I'm planning 
to experiment with some of her suggestions for preparing inexpensive cuts of meat, for un- 
usual egg and vegetable dishes, for some of her souffles. And I hope I can resist her 
desserts. Not an all round cookbook, but one that fills some important niches. With buf- 
fet meals a popular way of entertainment, this should have a special market. 











September 30 











Beebe, Lucius Dutton 
& Clegg, Charles U.S. WEST $7.50 






This is distinguished from Hungerford's Wells Fargo (Random House, P.315) through 
its concentration on the company's story as played out against the towns of the West in 
which Wells Fargo exemplified its many activities, Columbia, Bodie, Panamint, Candelaria, 
Tonopah, Goldfield, Rhyolite, Rawhide, and of course, San Francisco. It limms the empire 
of wealth, expansion, transport, high finance; it tells of the hell and high water tactics; 
of staging and express; of the railroad and the last of the old West. It gives a dashing 
history of the bold and dominant men, of detectives, agents and messengers, of freight and 
holdup men and robberies, of bonanzas and treasure. Stressing atmosphere more heavily than 
the other book, this is perhaps more florid and less chronologically coherent, albeit just 
as good reading. Over 200 illustrations. 
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Random House 


Isherwood, Christopher 
THE CONDOR AND THE COWS $3 .50 

The impressions of South America, by the Anglo-American author, are at once sharp- 
ly witty, sometimes wicked and at all times fresh-eyed. Traveling with William Caskey, 
who has done the photographs and whose astringent comments add much to the book, in 
1947, he visited Venezuela, Colombia, Ecuador, Peru, Bolivia and Argentina and has re- 
produced from his diary clear pictures of the state of flux, the feelings of the people, 
official and otherwise, the types of travel and the land itself. An inquiring mind, a 
spontaneous interest meke this travelogue stimulating reading, whether it be silhouettes 
of companions on his journeys, portraits of refugees, foreign ministers, 0il company 
procedure and personalities, cattle raising, literary groups, politioal trends, etc. 
Declaredly non-authoritative, this will supplement many a guide book. 

2% 
September 3 


de Chambrun, Clara Longworth Scribner 
SHADOWS LENGTHEN $5.00 


In a way @ continuation of Shadows Like Myself (1936) this is however less auto- 
biographical and more a picture of life in France during the war and the period that 
followed. It begins in the '30's and is highlighted with visits to Scotland, Shakes- 
pearean research, Edward's abdication and George's accession. There follows her criti- 
cism of American public opinion, then against France in favor of Germany, of the lack 
of action on the part of England and the U.S. when war threatened, and the coming of 
German invasion. Flight to Paris, the privations of the occupation, her personal in- 
terest in the American Library, her husband's in the American hospital; the liberation 
with its mob violence, unfair trials, plunder, etc., etc., which to her was worse than 
the occupation. Throughout is her strong defense of the Vichy government, of Petain, 
Laval, Herriot and their policies, and an equally strong condemnation of the French 
government in Africa and the return of the De Gaulle party. On the whole, interesting 
reading which pictures the times intimately and which gives a little known angle. 


Hedman, Martha ) Scribner 
UNCLE, AUNT AND JEZEBEL ‘%| 2% $3.00 


An artless, gently amusing, gently affecting memoir of a girlhood in Helsingfors, 
Finland, some years ago, when Martha left Stockholm to live with her Aunt Mathilda and 
her Uncle Mathias to substitute for the only child who had died. Here against a middle 
class background of substance, there were the high points of social functions, visits- 
particularly that of a Consul, travels- including a trip to Russia. And there was the 
longstanding drama of Uncle Mathias’ weakness for another lady while Aunt Mathilda put 
her faith in food as Uncle Mathias always came home to eat. And through the years- 
until her death- Mathilda holds her own against the woman she called Jezebel but who 
was @ very charming woman in her own right. A pleasing minor memento. 


Tully, Grace i Scribner 
F.D.R. - MY BOSS “|? ¥ $3.50 


From a 17 year working friendship with The Boss, Miss Tully tells of the events, 
the personalities, the public and private life of the Roosevelts, from Albany to Washing- 
ton. This is a proud and sincere, admiring and respectful record of her employer in 
which she maintains her belief in his simplicity, courage and honesty. She tells of the 
family - personal and official,- of the methods of work, his relations with the press, 
with his cabinet; she describes all the important visitors, the way in which his speech- 
es, radio and public, were written; she gives pictures of his trips; she profiles the 
White House staff and intimate friends; she underlines The Boss’ wide variety of en- 
thusiastic interests, the strictures of his wartime life. As personal as the earlier 
Nesbitt book, White House Diary (1948), these are again other facts of a controversial 
figure, in loving, uncritical terms. q 
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Whitridge, Arnold si ila Scribner 
MEN IN CRISIS $5.00 







By a former professor at Yale, tiis is a popularly intended study of the revolu- 
tions of 1848 which projected certain patterns, expressed certain concepts of our age. 
In France, where Louis-Philippe was overthrown, and where Louis Napoleon was elected 
after the poet Lamartine’s failure as a leader, the worker achieved a new status. In 
Italy, Mazzini formulated a new concept of nationalism which ennobled the individual 
and which represented nationalism at its best; in Germany Karl Marx uncovered the 
political power latent in the working classes, fought for the overthrow of the social 
order; in Austria, there was the revolt against the Hapsburg Monarchy which caused 
Metternich's flight; and in America, all these repercussions were felt, and with the 
great migration from Europe, Carl Schurz, the reformer, was the outstanding representa- 
tive... Even if this parallels many issues of our time, it still won't gravitate too 
easily towards any audience. 


Four Which Are Published 


















Blanchard, Roberta Ray Charles T. Branford Co.Boston 
HOW TO PAINT TRAYS $3.00 







The tremendous popularity of the Peter Hunt book showed that there was a yearning 
on the part of the amateur to try his hand at painting, even if only in the effort to 
transform some ugly object into something decorative. Though the title suggests a 
limitation, the book itself is really a basic instruction book on both stenciling and 
free-hand painting, with step by step instructions, fully illustrated; with basic ma- 
terial on equipment, paints, processes, how to make stencil patterns and how to use 
them. The final chapters deal with brush stroke painting and some of the finer points 
of decoration. Illustrated with line drawings and photographs, including 12 large 
scale authentic early American designs. (Publ.) 

















Luray, Howard Camera Craft- San Francisco 
“STROBE” The Lively Light “ $4.00 











A short book on the value of electronic flash photography and the basic theory 
behind it, for photographers who want to make use of this more recent development. 
Luray, who is a working photographer himself, writes about the different types of speed- 
lights, the problems connected with films and their development- both black and white 
and color, and a number of special applications. A good book for the more serious ama- 
teur and all professionals. Valuably illustrated with diagrams and pictures. (Publ.) 

















Brown, Paul Scribner 
: POLO $2.00 


A Paul Brown picture book is automatically assured a certain market. Add to that, 
the polo enthusiasts, both players and observers, and you have a special audience as 
well. This is not an instruction book, but in graphic line drawings, bold black and 
whites, and concise captions, the play of the game is followed, step by step,- strokes, 
mallet work, fouls and penalty shots. He recreates famous plays and team work. The 
start of the book gives information on the field, equipment, gear, ponies (the cost 
and requirements)- play and team. Rules of the game are given. The lists of member 
clubs, the 1949 handicap list, for both outdoor and indoor polo. Bound in heavy board. 
(Publ. ) 


Cassou, Jean Paul A. Struck 
GLICENSTEIN SCULPTURES 415 Lexington Ave., NYC 17 
$6.00 - wrappers: $8.00-cloth 





An outsize art book which is introduced by M. Cassou, Curator in Chief of the Mu- 
seum of Modern Art, Paris. The introduction, in French, is an artistic appraisal of the 
sculptor and his work, and offers an acquaintance with the qualities of Glicenstein's 
genius. The large, photographic reproductions of the sculptures give the feeling of bloc, 
simplicity, of the elemental, stressed by Cassou. Six American exhibitions, since 1928, 
should give an impetus for this in all art departments. (Publ. ) 
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PIZASE NOTE THESE CHANGES IN TITIZ, DATE AND PRICE 


Apple ton-Century 
Knight, C. R. - PREHISTORIC MAN - from 8/19 to 8/12 
lee, E. | THE QUEEN BEE - from 8/20 to 8/15 


Doubleday 
Davenport, Gwen - FAMILY FORTUNES - definite price $3.00 
Thomas, Henry - SCIENCE SUBJECTS MADE EASY - price from $3.50 to $3.95 


Dutton 
Moorad, George - LOST PEACE IN CHINA - from 7/18 to 7/25 


Farrar, Straus 
Clinchy, Everett R. - INTERGROUP REIATIONS CENTERS - This title is now correct. 


Houghton, Mifflin 
Day, Donald - fd. - THE AUTOBIOGRAPHY OF WILL ROGERS - from 8/30 to 10/13. 


Price from $3.75 to $3.50 
Frankenberg, Lloyd - PIZASURE DOME - from 9/13 to 10/11 
(J) Gould, Jean - YOUNG THACK - from 8/30 to 10/4 
North, R. C. - REVOLT IN SAN MARCOS - price from $3.95 
Pollard, John A. - JOHN GREENIZAF WHITTIER - from 9/8 ; 
Vincent, H. P. - THE TRYING OUT OF MOBY DICK - from 8 
Von Rhau, H. - FRATERNALLY YOURS - from 9/20 to 9/29 


to $3.50 
/7 


9 
/2 to 8/15 


Knopf 
Thirkell, Angela - THE OLD BANK HOUSE - price from $3.00 to $3.50 


Morrow 
Washburn, Ruth W. - CHILDREN KNOW THEIR FRIENDS - from 8/3 to 8/24 


Random House 
Weller, George - THE CRACK IN THE COLUMN - from $3.50 to $3.00. From 


9/7 to 9/19 


Scribner 
Mayberry, G. - Hd.-- A LITTIEZ TREASURY OF AMERICAN PROSE - definite date 8/29 


Simon & Schuster 
Feather, William - THE BUSINESS OF LIFE - from 8/? to 9/? 


Viking 

Putnam, S. - Trans. - DON QUIXOTE - definite date 9/26 

Rugoff, M. - £d.- A HARVEST OF WORLD FOIK TALES - from 9/2? to 10/7. Illus- 
trated by Joseph low. Prepublication price, wtil 10/21, $3.45. 


A. A. Wyn 
Annixter, P. - SWIFTWATER - from 9/? to 1/2/50. Family Book Club selection. 
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JUVENILE SUPPLEMENT: 
PICTURE BOOKS 
Brown, Margaret Wise William R. Scott 
TWO LITTLE TRAINS $1.50 


A sophisticated picture book about the journey to the west of two little trains, 
& big streamliner and an old choo choo. Across the mountains and under the hills, through 
rain and snow and dust-storm go the little trains. Passing cactus and rocky mountain goats, 
they chug on til they get to the blue ocean on the other side of America and there they 
stop. The illustrations by Jean Charlot are very modern, rather impressionistic and most 
colorful in bright pink and tan and beautiful blue and black, and in one or two pictures 
@ glorious purple is evolved from the blue and pink. Long straight ribbons of rain full 
on the trains giving the impression of a real downpour. The snowflakes are big and white 
and fluffy and pour out of a lowering black sky. Children will enjoy the children and the 
animals sitting either on the roof or in an open box car. Adults who do not like modern 
art wont like this, and perhaps children will not, but remembering the lasting popularity 
of A Child's Goodnight Book by the same combination, there will certainly be an audience 
for this. (9/15) 


Reed, Mary Simon & Schuster 
& Osswald, Edith MY LITTLE GOLDEN DICTIONARY $.25 


56 pages, all with full color pictures. Illustrated by Richard Scarry in such a 
forthright manner that even the youngest of viewers will be able to recognize the more fam- 
iliar objects and animals, this can first be used as a picture book and later for first ac- 
quaintance with the printed word, and still later for the little sentences that use the 
word in its meaning. And at the price, even as a production job, it is good value. (Publ.) 


PICTURE STORY BOOKS 


Robertson, Lilian Harcourt, Brace 
PICNIC WOODS $2.00 


Saucy looking Mr. Fox, clad in his blue jeans, a sweat shirt and his bare feet 
seeks a nice quiet spot for fishing and lays his bountiful picnic basket on the grass be- 
side him. Pretty soon it is stolen by two rascally gray squirrels, who make off with it 
only to have it taken from them by a shrewd looking raccoon. From here on it changes 
hands a number of times,- the rabbits, the beavers, the mice all get possession of the 
desirable basket, until its rightful owner recaptures it. Even people who object to per- 
sonified animals wont mind this for the whole world of the story is the animal's own, with 
nary a human in sight, and youngsters will chuckle over the raccoon’s natural markings 
which make him look like a holdup man and the stove which is the rabbit's home. The humor- 
ous, active pictures in color by the author (who wrote last year’s Runaway Rocking Horse) 
are often double page spreads so the story may be followed by the pictures alone. Strong, 
attractive cloth binding. (8/18) 
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Oxford 


Hogner, Dorothy and Nils 
DAISY A Farm Fable $1.50 
Daisy, @ Playful filly who lived down on the farm, hoped to be beautiful and 

dainty when she grew up. She didn't realize that she came from a long line of work horses 
so she was very hurt when she was entered in a load pulling contest at the fair. When she 
won she decided it was better to be able to do useful work and be honored rather than to 
be only useless although admired. For all the moral here, young readers will probably be 
more interested in Daisy's friendship with the little gray upside down bird who taunted 
her through her filly days and who made up a little song of praise for her at the end. The 
illustrations lack vitality and strength of line, but a horse is a horse and many children 
will no doubt enjoy the story very much. The yellow and brown illustrated jacket wont 
help it to stand out among gaudier books come Christmas, but good sales might result among 


the easy reading books. (8/18) 


Oxford 


Tudor, Tasha 
THISTLY B $1.50 

* Thistly B, who had been raised in a teacup, was a beautiful yellow canary belong- 
ing to a little brother and sister. He had a mirror in his cage and was allowed to fly 
@round the room at will. When a little female canary was brought to be his wife they de- 
cide to hatch the eggs in the dolls’ house bathtub. The dolls never get a chance to take 
@ bath when the canaries really settle in and the story and pictures will have the children 
wriggling with delight in the details of tiny, live things that are small enough to move 
around in comfort in a dolls’ house. The text is easy and intimate and has an almost might- 
be-true quality. Bound in cloth, dainty and yet handsome, this is in the squarish format 
of Snow Before Christmas and is filled with glowing color. Don’t forget that lots of 


adults collect Tasha Tudor for themselves. (9/8) 


The Book Elf Series Rand McNally 
(graded from younger to older in this group) Each $.25 











Parrish, Jean J. - FOREST BABIES ~ Illus. Elizabeth Webbe 

Shuman, Ruth Lewis ~ PENNY AND PETE'S SURPRISE - Illus. Clare McKinley 

Lewis, Frank & Corchia, Alfred - KERRY, THE FIRE ENGINE DOG - Illus. 
Dorothy Grider 


Weir, Ruth C. ~- THE WONDERFUL PLANE RIDE - Illus. Fiore & Jackie Mastri 


(1) These are short stories, of a bear, raccoon twins, a deer, rabbit, squirrel, 
which are gently on the moral side. The illustrations have a soft, pretty quality. 


(2) Twins in an apartment house want a new noisy toy when theirs are broken. 
Pets aren't allowed, goldfish wont do, the zoo is no answer, and no one brings them the 
right present - until Mother comes home with a new baby. Posterish illustrations. 


(3) A homeless puppy is adopted by a fire house and after missing the first 
fire becomes a hero when he does ride with the engine. Lively, vivid pictures. 


(4) A trip from Los Angeles to New York which manages a lot of information about 
air travel in small compass. A commercial quality to the smooth pictures. 


Henry, Marguerite Whittlesey House 
LITTLE-OR-NOTHING FROM NOTTINGHAM $2.00 


** Really this deserves to be one of the beloved picture story books of the year. 
It is winsome and very, very funny, and its hero, the vagabond pup, has a well defined per- 
sonality. lLittle-or-Nothing got his name from his circus master when he joined the big 
show at Nottingham. His master, Mr. Zodiac Spangler, and his wife, who was French and 
looked like a poodle because she had the thickest head of hair on earth, were very good to 
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him and he was completely happy. His act in the big ring, his great friend, the elephant, 
and the wonderful bones he got each night and which he always buried under the Spangler's 
caravan, were pure contentment. But when he discovered all those beautiful bones were 
missing his worries began and the story of how he arrived at a solution of the mystery 
makes a wonderful story. Children are going to love it, laugh over it, and want to hear 
it again and again. The illustrations, in three colors, of circus life and Little-or- 
Nothing's plight are by Wesley Dennis and perfect. The binding is strong red cloth. Con- 
gratulations to both author and artist on the readability, originality and freshness of 
their story. (8/24) } 


BOOKS TO READ ALOUD 


Credle, Ellis Oxford 
THE ADVENTURES OF TITTLETOM $1.75 


It’s too bad that there are a number of things about this little story that are 
not good, because there are several incidents in the everyday life and adventures of this 
little 5 year old that are fun. To begin with, what would any self-respecting young read- 
er think of a boy in a book whose family call him "Tittletom"? Then the dialogue is very 
bad - Tittletom doesn’t sound like a real little boy at all but rather like a miniature 
stuffed shirt. And the whole little story has the tone of childhood reminiscence, a sort 
of wistful struggle on the part of the author to remember what was said and done during 
some time in her own younger days. To top it off the jacket is a startling shade of deep 
pink. It is laid in the deep south in a period which would be about the turn of the cen- 
tury, to judge by the costumes in the illustrations, but there is no dialect written into 
the text, although Uncle Bow, an old Negro, who lives in a cabin nearby, accompanies the 
children on their outdoor adventures. All in all, as you can see, not as satisfactory as 
her previous books. (8/18) 


Watkins-Pitchford, Denys Scribner 
THE LITTLE GREY MEN $2.50 


(Report repeated from P. 28, when announced for Spring publication.) D.J. Watkins- 
Pitchford, better known as "B.B.", has written and illustrated a fantasy in the Wind in the 
Willows tradition, - a story in which gnomes, brothers and good companions, spend an event- 
ful spring and summer among the small animals, the Woods and Stream people, of a peaceful 
English countryside. There's a certain charm - a lilt to the telling - but the whimsy is 
occasionally self conscious, and the cheerful philosophy and aged wisdom of the wee people 
never make it as real and lovable and clever as the inimitable Rat and Mole and their 
friends. However, it is many cuts above most in this category. (10/77) 


EASY READING 


Bianco, Pamela Oxford 
JOY AND THE CHRISTMAS ANGEL $1.75 


* A story of New Year's night which takes away the sorrow of Christmas and Christ- 
mas week being over. Joy and her little brother, Stephen, were sad for tomorrow the tree 
was to come down but when Joy got out of bed to investigate a strange noise she found the 
little wax angel from the top of the tree, and all the toys and ornaments having a party, 
to which the children were invited. The next morning they found that the angel had left 
them a very special surprise. (A nice hint to parents, by the way, for the disappointing 
day when the tree comes down.) This is the kind of dream-pretend that only child-like 
children who are not too old at seven or eight to love their toys unashamedly will like. 
It does not belong to the glaring world of television, to children who insist upon knowing 
that it "really happened” before they are content to give themselves to stories. The fine 
little drawings by the author are a bit precious, some may think, and stylized, but they 
have great charm. A sort of snob appeal book. Sturdy cloth binding. (9/8) 


Carroll, Ruth and Latrobe Oxford 
PET TALE $1.50 


Well, the race horse, who was a pet, had in turn a pet of his own, a donkey, who 
in his turn had a pet, a lamb - and so on through several of the small and interesting ani- 
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mals who are to be seen on and around farms. Only the mouse, who was the rabbit's pet, had 
no pet at all until the day when she had six babies. They all had to go along to see the 
horse race and win, for one possibly couldn't. go without the others. Children will like 
the "Old MacDonald Had A Farm” type of repetition, and the idea of descending sizes in the 
pets. The black and white illustrations by Ruth Carroll are amusing and lively, the red 
and black endpapers are gay, and the binding, in cloth, will stand a lot of handling. The 
fair sized, clear type will encourage easy reading although youngsters over seven will find 
the story too tame for them. It's just right to delight those up to that age, however.(9/8) 


EIGHT TO ELEVEN - Fiction 


Berrigan, Darrell John Day 
& Dominis, John THE FORBIDDEN FOREST $2.50 


** Of the three books reviewed in this section, all about children in Japan today, 
this is certainly the best in spite of the fact that it does not mention the effects of 
the recent war on them or their neighbors. Jt ig just a plain, good story of adventure 
and mystery and perhaps that is why it is best to serve as an introduction for American 
children to the children of a country such a short time ago an enemy. It does not try to 
enlist sympathy on their behalf, or to tell of the struggles in ideology now taking place 
there, its sole purpose is to present the adventures of two children in a way that will 
really interest children here. The companion-photographs, by John Dominis, have a lovely 
quality and follow the children into a forbidden forest, show how they solve a family my- 
stery and foil a villain. Handsomely bound in green cloth and a photograph to every page. 


(8/18) 


Halladay, Anne M. Friendship Press 
TOSHIO AND TAMA $1.75 


Second of the books about Japanese children and like the title to follow, Where 
The Carp Banners Fly, it tells the story of what post-war life is like there. It is more 
readable and has much better and more natural characterization even though this too dwells 
on the problems and hardships that come as a result of war. Here, too, however, grand- 
mother, grandfather, the children's mother, who is a Christian and who has worked in a 
mission in Tokyo during the war - all represent the different opinions and influence that 
are felt in Japan today. Still Toshio's friendship with an American soldier, his concern 
over the loss of the flashlight the soldier gave him and his thorough enjoyment of Boys’ 
Day Festival are warm and realistic. The illustrations by Henry Sugimoto are good, blue 
and black and with plenty of detail, and the type is large and easy to read. (9/15) 


MoGavran, Grace W. Friendship Press 
WHERE THE CARP BANNERS FLY $1.75 


The lives of two boy cousins in present post-war Japan are full of conflicts be- 
tween old customs and new ideas and carefully introduced characters represent almost every 
shade of thinking that influences them. One to resist the new concepts of democracy and 
religion, another most progressive, a third clinging passionately to the old ways, a fourth 
who is a Japanese Christian, etc., display the contrasts. The boys are likeable, enjoying 
& festival, admiring the goat from America. But somehow it is all a little stiff and unnat- 
ural, and has a heavy stressing of “he's just another little boy like you" which is irri- 
tating and helps to defeat the sincere good intentions of better understanding which has 
prompted the book. Let's not forget that a good story is important too. (9/15) 


Ritchie, Alice Harcourt, Brace 
THE TREASURE OF LI-PO $2.00 


** Of these six wonderful fairy tales, The Faithful Lantern Bearer and Two of Every- 
thing are sure favorites but all of them are thoroughly enjoyable. Children will want to 
make their own choices just for the painful delight of trying to decide which they like best. 
The title story is a wonderfully grave and roundabout romance which grows out of a small in- 
cident and others tell of giant and miniature countries (with apologies to Gulliver), of the 
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curious tie between humans and the animals who observe them so closely. All are enchanting. 
Written in the best traditional fairy tale style, nonetheless these are original with the 
author and worthy companions to the literature of fairyland. The 26 illustrations by T. 
Ritchie are full of dignity and beauty and imagination and are exactly suited to the text. 
Story tellers will welcome this and bookstores should do well with it. Don't forget it 
will make the perfect plus-sale book for Christms. (8/18) 














Voight, Virginia F. Holiday House 
APPLE TREE COTTAGE $2.25 





Laid in the Philadelphia suburbs of 1842, this is a fast-moving and interesting 
story of 14 year old Susan and her little sister, Candace. Father was a cabinet maker in 
winter, but in the summer he followed his real profession, painting, and the girls traveled 
the roads with him in @ caravan. How they found the little home of their dreams and how 

they stumble upon the solution of a robbery that has been puzzling the countryside is lots 

of fun. There's entertainment in the description of Susan's ride to Philadelphia on one of 
those devilish new contraptions, the railroad train, which belched forth smoke and set fire 

to the passengers’ clothes, and there's an unusual touch in her job of coloring the plates 

for the fashion magazine of the day, Godey’s Lady's Book. Readers of this age like their 

plot to wind up to a climax where everything fits together nicely, so perhaps this is not 

too great a fault. Good sized but not insultingly large type will encourage practice 
reading. Illustrated by Eloise Wilkin. (9/15) | 
















Little, Brown 
THE FABULOUS FLIGHT $2.50 


Lawson, Robert 







** There will be a good deal of pro and con discussion about this story this fall 
wherever children’s book trade people and librarians gather, very much the way there was 
about Stuart Little. After two readings we feel that most children are going to be charmed 
with its story about Peter who, for some inexplicable, glandular reason, started growing 
smaller from the time he was seven until now, at thirteen, he is only four inches tall! 

And only such a good fantasy writer as Lawson could write about his adventures so plausibly 
- for the plot is lifted almost directly, it seems, from the pages of the much despised 
comics. Peter's father is in the State Department in Washington and Peter's trip abroad to 
locate the deadly atomic granules of a mad scientist and save the world is handled as a 
broad and suspenseful farce. He travels on the back of a tough but kind-hearted and com- 
petent sea gull to whom he owes his life several times over, and the specially fitted cock- 
pit and cabin in which he travels are lots of fun. The encounter with the mad scientist 
is thrilling and what happens when Peter gets rid of the deadly grains is well told. Kids 
will like it and it can be used as an antidote for the comics. And the author's pictures 
get better and better as the story progresses. (9/8) 


















Phelps, Margaret Macrae-Smith 
TOBY ON THE SHEEP DRIVE $2.50 


* The story of a boy shepherd who drives a huge herd across miles and miles of 
mountains, deserts and rough land with a wise and experienced herder as guide. It is an 
unusual and interesting study of the habits and peculiarities of flock psychology, of 
animal behavior. There’s suspense and excitement too, for the flock is attacked by wolves, 
snow storms and other dangers and Toby’s talks with the old shepherd and his decision to 
reach The Valley by the deadline blend well with the huge outdoor feeling of the Arizona 
country, the monotonous, slow movement and great responsibility of guarding two thousand 
sheep through Heber Sheep Pass. There isn't a great deal of plot, but Toby is a nice boy 

i) with a big job and readers will be curious how each new problem will be solved. It is a 
fine picture of life and activity that children are apt to know little about. large type. 
Illus. Evelyn Copelman. (9/6) 
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Sechrist, Elizabeth Hough- /d. Macrae-Smith 
ONCE IN THE FIRST TIMES $2.50 


Legends and fairy stories from the Philippine Islands which show the Islanders’ 
rich imagination. Many of their tales deal with the beginnings of the earth, the stars, the 
creation of birds and other animals, even with the great world flood way back in early 
times; others tell ov the first people to live on the Islands and how they came to be there. 
Animals and birds play an active part in important events and have 4 special wisdom. It is 
noteworthy that there are no heavy retributive or revenge themes, no swiftly and sharply 
administered punishments for wrong-doing. Altogether most of the stories are sensible, 
grave without being somber, amusing without being very lighthearted. Illustrated by John 


Sheppard. (9/19) 


Messner 


Faulkner, Georgene 
MELINDY'S HAPPY SUMMER $2.50 

* The happy, gregarious little Negro girl from Boston, first introduced in Melindy’s 
Medal, is invited with a number of other Negro children to visit a white family in Maine, - 
part of a project to help people of the two races to get to know each other better. At 
first she is very unhappy because she is teased and called “Miss Brag”, but she gets over 
feeling sorry for herself when she realizes it is up to her to change the situation. She 
turns her bubbling exuberance into making a happier time for herself and others, wins the 
respect and love of everyone by her courage in saving a drowning baby and has the final 
triumph of singing Gretel in a nearby music camp production. In a blond wig and with 
makeup she becomes her own ideal of Gretel and when Daddy and grandmother hear the perform- 
ance over the radio, her happiness is complete. So the good will visit is successful on 
all counts. A natural, winsome little girl story of a very human child - enjoyment for 
little girls everywhere. Ill°d. Eltom Fax. (9/19) 


EIGHT TO ELEVEN - Fact Books 


Behn, Harry Harcourt, Brace 
THE LITTLE HILL $2.00 


A lovely little gift book of child-like poems about everything, told in odd, in- 
teresting rhythms and with singing alliterative and rhyming words. The author's little 
scarlet drawings that illustrate it are as cocky and spritely as the little gnome, seated 
on a jaunty leaf, who perches on the cover and jacket. The format is small and interesting 
looking. All in all there's a kind of enchantment about it which children will feel when 
they see it and the feeling will be heightened when they start reading and looking at those 
little surprising pictures of tiny trees, houses, a sailing ship and a cat. Bound in 
boards. (8/18) 


Selsam, Millicent E. Morrow 
PLAY WITH PLANTS $2.00 


* How you can grow plants from roots,stems, leaves and seeds, is carefully explain- 
ed and explicit directions given. All the things you can do with them, all the experiments 
given, can be tried without a large outdoor garden or, for that matter, without any outdoor 
gardening. City children especially should enjoy being able to grow grass with only a 
sponge, some grass seed, a glass dish with a cover and a sunny window sill. There are 
chapters on the effects of light and water on plants and the different methods of planting 
and growing are illustrated, and explained, with clear black and white pictures by James 
MacDonald. It is excellently presented and makes an original sort of hobby book for 
youngsters; it should appeal to class room teachers in connection with class projects. The 
type is fairly large and easy to read, the words, except for a few plant names, familiar 
and easy to pronounce; the book is small and easy to handle as a guide book. There is a 
great demand for simple nature study books for the between ages so there should be an ex- 
cellent market for this. (9/21) 
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Knight, Ruth Adams Doubleday 
IT MIGHT BE YOU $2.00 


** "Whether you are black, white or yellow, Christian or pagan, Jew or Gentile, 
Catholic, or Protestant, conservative or radical, there was a time when you would have 
been made to suffer for that identification”. This is only part of the author's preface 
to this wonderful book which she has written for all young people everywhere. In a4 series 
of short, dramatic stories, built around shocking moments in the lives of young people of 
several different centuries and countries, she brings home what it means to find out that 
people hate you because you are not exactly like them. The story of Willamina who wins 
an essay contest, of Jacques who is present at the massacre of St. Bartholomew's Eve, of 
& Jewish family who unwittingly go toa "restricted" community for a long anticipated 
vacation - and the others, all move the reader to a heartfelt wish that all such hatred 
may some day vanish from the world. A superb book which every teen ager in the land 
should read. (9/1 


Seaman, Angusta Huiell Doubleday 
THE VANISHING OCTANT $2.25 


It is really remarkable that an author who has been writing exciting mysteries 
involving teen age girls for so long has kept so up to date on her modern young people. 
Although this is typical of the many she has written, it is still readable and something 
is happening every minute. Her chapters end with "cliff-hangers" ("little did she know 
....") which, even if in the cliche class, do help suspense melodramatically. The heroine, 
on a New Jersey shore, finds an octant, a marine instrument that ante-dates the sextant, 
only to lose and find it several times when she tries to trace its story and value. Not 
to be compared with many of her earlier and better planned and executed stories, particu- 
larly those with historical backgrounds. Ill'd. Ursula Koering. (9/1) 


Bird, Dorothy Maywood Macmillan 
THE BLACK OPAL $2.50 


When Laurel went off to the small coeducational college in Michigan which had 
been her great-great-grandmother'’s alma mater, she expected it to be fun - and it was. 
What she didn’t know was that she would find herself up to the neck in a century old, un- 
solved murder mystery which was to give her the thrill of establishing the identity of the 
murdered man and his killer. The mystery theme is well-integrated ahd companions a satis- 
fying modern college story of dates, term papers and strict house-mothers. There is not 
only the sinister black opal which Laurel unearths but also the exciting and sparkling 
diamond with which her One And Only ends the story. Maybe her solution will seem 4 trifle 
glib and maybe everything falls in place too smoothly, but no one will care for it is 4 
nice, light entertaining tale with the virtue, highly to be prized, of not following an 
exact formula. (9/22) /¢//§ 


Archibald, Joe Westminster 
TOUCHDOWN GLORY $2.50 


* A most satisfactory, engrossing story of the evils that so-called "football 
scholarships" (financial aids to important players) introduced to a fictional Ohio college. 
It starts on the day when the team wins an unexpected victory and the Coach becomes the 
first to see how he can make his future out of a good team. It portrays the gradual dis- 
integration of the team's morale, as each player, in small, subtle ways, at first, begins 
to envision success and money if he ties on to the right opportunities. A wealthy alumnus, 
drunk with domination, virtaully but secretly takes over the lives of many of the team's 
members, and almost alone, against the temptation of easy money and glib rationalization, 
Ky Butler, full back and the team's greatest star, stands up against him. Ky is not a bit 
good-goody about it, and manages to work out his problems of tuition honestly after a try 
at being “smart”. It comes out well, in a hard-hitting, mature way. (9/1) 
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Brill, Ethel C. Whittlesey House 
COPPER COUNTRY ADVENTURE $2.50 


* A. story of bad men and money, that lies deep in the heart of a mine, is laid in 
Michigan in the middle of the 19th century. Young Steve, heir to his Uncle’s share in a 
copper mine, comes to the Lake Superior mining country to claim his rights only to find 
himself cheated by his Uncle's unscrupulous partner who, when he fails to get him to leave, 
tries to lose him in the wilderness. Fortunately Steve has made friends with a mining 
engineer and his family who help him in his fight. There are escapes from death in a 
forest fire and in a terrific shipwreck, and the result is a big book of adventure, hearty, 
rough and thrilling which girls will like just as well as boys for there's Jessie Flemming 
right in on the adventures too. By the author of Madeleine Takes Command and another proof 
that she knows how to tell a story of robust, ready days in the pioneer wilderness. Illus- 


trated by Bruce Adams. (9/7) 


Whittlesey House 


Larom, Henry V. 
MOUNTAIN PONY AND THE RODEO MYSTERY $2.50 
* The third story about Andy Marvin and his adventures in the Wyoming Rockies 
(Yountain Pony and Mountain Pony and The Pinto Colt are its predecessors). Here Andy and 
his horse, Sunny, are involved in ae search for Brownie, an innocent looking horse of 
Andy's, who turns out to be a terrific bucking bronco. After a framed up jail term, Andy 
catches up with the tough hombre who annexed the bronc at the Rodeo in Madison Square 
Garden. Sally, Andy's pal, has some exciting times too and readers who have followed 
Andy's career will be glad to find that he has become so well-versed in Western ways that 
he is now acting as a guide and that his prowess at the Garden proves his proficiency in 
cowboy ways. Most satisfactory for those who have like this series from the start. T- 


lustrated by Ross Santee. (9/2) 
TWELVE TO FIFTEEN - Non-fiction 


Brown, Marion Marsh Westminster 
YOUNG NATHAN $2.50 


* A beautifully written fictionalized biography of Nathan Hale, the Revolutionary 
hero whose execution by the British inspired a fervor of patriotism in the American armies 
that nothing else could have done. This story of his childhood and student days at Yale, 
of the strict father and the many brothers and sisters among whom he grew up, helps a 
reader to understand as never before what gave him the courage to stand on the scaffold 
at the end of his brief life and utter the immortal words of patriotism and faith. The 
realistic, human pictures of the personalities of that fascinating period (Washington, 
Revere, Arnold, etc.) make the era and the ideals at stake seem very close. Hale's ex- 
ploits make a fascinating story, his love for his step-sister provides the romance, and 
his thoughts and emotions when he accepts the assignment to spy for his country and his 
General are well expressed. New York and Boston are the locales. Highly recommended. 
Illustrated by Don MoDonough. (9/1) 


BOOKS FOR YOUNG ADULTS - Fiction 
Double-list the following from the 12-15 section: (P. 396) 





Knight, Ruth Adams - IT MIGHT BE YOU (Doubleday - $2.00) 
Archibald, Joe - TOUCHDOWN GLORY (Westminster - $2.50) 


Ehrlich, Max Doubleday 
THE BIG EYE $2.50 


For fiction based on astronomy this offers a less lurid story than the usual 
science fiction and turns out to be a good yarn with some dignity. 1960 is marked by 
strange happenings throughout the world for which Russia is blamed and war is a question 
of minutes. At Palomar, Dr. Dawson, checked by internationally famous astronomers, an- 
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nounces the coming of a new planet - Y - which will overtake the earth and end the world 
in 1962 at Christmas. The story of how our universe adjusts to the idea, of how peace be- 
comes, for a little while, permanent, and prosperity, global good will and christian living 
come into their own, packs a surprise finish of some moral interest. A relief from the 
pulps. (Full report P. 370) (9/15) 
















































Terrot, Charles Harper 
THE PASSIONATE PILGRIM $2.75 


Based on the diary of an ancestor, Sister Sarah Anne Terrot who was one of Flor- 
ence Nightingale's thirty-eight nurses in the Crimea, this is - save for the romantic se- 
quences - true. There's gallantry and drama in the story of Elizabeth Wheeler, the young, 
impulsive friend of Sarah Anne, who is dedicated to her work and who, with MacLean, the 
young doctor she loves, fights to give the men food, to clean up the charnel house wards. 
But Menzies, the doctor in charge, and Florence Nightingale offer obstacles and opposition 
that lead to Elizabeth's final disgrace. The Lady of the Lamp is revealed without senti- 
mentality, playing a game with officialdom to secure the success of her mission at the ex- 
pense of loyalty to her nurses, and throughout a cold, practical, expedient administrator. 
This is certainly the other side of the medal for an historical figure and worthy of note. 
The story itself is tragic and spirited. (Full report P. 369) (9/14) 


Barnes, Margaret Campbell Macrae-Smith 
BRIEF GAUDY HOUR $3.00 


Continuing her historical series (Within The Hollow Crown, My Lady of Cleves) the 
author here offers the forever fascinating story of Anne Boleyn. She recaptures the elegant 
entertainment and exquisite beauty of court life and costume, the personalities of Wyatt, 
Henry Percy, Wolsey and others, and follows Anne from her 18th year to her downfall through 
falsified evidence at her trial. Again the full panoply of the period and a great sympathy 
of presentation should help history come alive for the interested student. (Full report 
P. 371) (9/19) 


Lyon, Jessica Macrae-Smith 
FOR A WHOLE LIFETIME $2.50 


** This is just the sort of story we've been wanting for teen-age girls, mature, 
realistic and full of fascinating characterizations. Living in a New Jersey suburb with 
her widowed mother, an attractive teen-ager has a chance to look around at the marriages 
and projected marriages of some of her friends, and to find out what falling in love and 
marrying really means. She studies the unhappiness of her beautiful friend, married to a 
selfish and successful young advertising executive; she sees the inside story of the town's 
handsome, brilliant and socially prominent lawyer-in-the-making and his marriage to an 
Italian girl from the other side of the tracks; she works out the problems of her own en- 
gagement to a garage mechanic for whom her ambitious and snobbish mother can see no future. 
She learns to understand the value of money, the sacrifices that must be made for happiness, 
and, finally, to accept the responsibilities that go with adult life. This is highly re- 
commended for girls of 14 and up as a perfect antidote for trashy, slick magazine stories 
and because it is very, very good. (9/19) 


Stevenson, D. B. Rinehart 
VITTORIA COTTAGE $2.75 


These romances of D. B. Stevenson's are always dependable as better than average 
reading and their good manners, taste and touches of humor are not without a quality of 
real goodness. This presents the Deerings, widowed Caroline, her daughters, Leda who is 
selfish, and Bobbie, who is effervescent, her sister who is a famous actress, her son,James, 
who comes home from Malaya, and her new friend Robert Shepperton. It is a story of small 
events, of Caroline's strength of character, and of her eventual happiness, and makes a 
‘se family tale which is not saccharine. (Full report P. 374) (9/29) 
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Trueblood, Ted Crowell 
THE ANGLER'S HANDBOOK $4.95 













For the young Isaac Walton who wants to know how to catch fish - whatever the 
kind of fish or the sort of lure. A how-to-do book minus the personal anecdotes, which 
will offer a refresher course when it isn't fishing time. There are several unusual fea- 
tures, a whole chapter of knots, on tackle work - upkeep and care and repair rather than 
making your own - and one of the best glossaries to date, called Tackle Terminology. And 
if you can't afford a license, there are sections on learning to cast so that you'll be 
ready when the great day comes. An excellent handbook. (Full report P. 386) (9/28)— 











Mf- 2m 
Wightman, Frank Duell, Sloan & Pearce 
THE WIND IS FREE $5.00 




























For the young yachtsman,this story of nearly 6,000 miles of ocean travel under 
sail by a man who waited 20 years for his dream to come true. From the building of his 
boat, when he had freed himself of the chains of a job, to the start of his ocean cruise, 
he tells of the discipline of the “dear ship" and the hazards of seafaring. From South 
Africa, to St. Helena, Ascension, Brazil and up to Trinidad, he vividly describes the re- 
wards of lonely travel and independence, the severe bludgeoning of storms, the accidents 
and mishaps. Excellent reporting; pictures by his companion Graham Young. (Full report 
P. 384) (9/23) 


Bell, W. D. M. Harcourt, Brace 
KARAMOJO SAFARI $3.75 


A professional hunter, artist and adventurer, tells of a fifty year old safari 
in East Africa, where he was the first white man seen by the natives, and provides good 
Be reading in a game hunting book. The story of the search for elephants and their ivory, of 
the day by day life on safari, of power rifles and expert shooting, of permanent and trail 
camps, of faraway and strange places, has a real allure for the adventure minded, hunter 
or sportman in the making. (Full report P. 381) (9/8) 


Ross, Ishbel Harper 
CHILD OF DESTINY $3.50 


A thoroughly worthwhile biography of United States first woman doctor, Elizabeth 
Blackwell. While it never underestimates the integrity of its subject, it does manage to 
soften what might have been a wholly austere picture of a dedicated life. The story of her 
talented family, their migration from England to New York City, Cincinnati, her early days 
of school teaching and her long battle to achieve her ambition to become a doctor are given 
all possible personal touches. Getting a medical education here, in Paris, in England, 
near-blindness and its results, the founding of the New York Infirmary with its female staff, 
her work in the Civil War, for reforms, with her sister Emily, who followed in her footsteps, 
all this is a part of Dr. Blackwell's inspiring story. A fine chapter of woman's part in 
modern life, this should have an audience among girls thinking of a nursing or medical 
career. (Full report P. 383) (9/21) 


Harvey, Ruth Houghton, Mifflin 
CURTAIN TIME $3.00 


A nice scrapbook of things as they were, this has a full share of family life as 
well as life as a theater manager's daughter. With two houses to live in - home and the 
ee theater - visiting stars, and road companies, knowledge of behind the scenes mechanics, the 
author remembers a childhood of great excitement and glorious plays. Ben Hur, Uncle Tom's 
Cabin and many others provided wonderful ideas for new games, Schumann-Heink, Anglin and 
many another actor offered a wide variety of stories and intimate meetings, and Winnipeg 
was @ lovely city to come home to after traveling...A pleasant, believable picture of years 
spent around a theater, this is a good antidote for the too-glamorous, impossible stories 
usually encountered. (Full report P. 386) (9/27) 
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Landman, Joan & David Houghton, Mifflin 
WHERE TO SKI: Ski Guide to the U.S. & Canada $3.00 


For the novice, intermediate and advanced skier this where-to-go book on ski 
areas. Some 400 listings from 24 states and Canada specify all you want to know on lifts 
and trails (lengths and heighths), places to stay and their costs, and how to get there. 
Helpful for planning group parties, for vacations and holidays. (Full report P. 381) (9/13) 


Chernev, Irving Simon & Schuster 
& Reinfeld, Fred © THE FIRESIDB BOOK OF CHESS $3.50 


A book for the up and coming addicts which collects stories about the game and 
its players. There is absorbing (for them) material on chess oddities, tricks, records, 
remarkable games, and incidents, famous defenses, patterns and attack, exploited oversights, 
etc., etc. Some a matter of history and knowledge, and here, collected, make a valuable 
reference for those keen on the game. (Full report P. 355) (9/94) 

an 


Bonestell, Chesley wi Viking 
& Ley, Willy THE CONQUBST OF SPACE $3.95 


For the boy with a good grounding in physics and a real interest in super-science 
facts, this book by the rocket expert and science writer, Ley, and the scientific illustra- 
tor, Bonestell, sticks to the facts and never reverts to comic-book paraphernalia. They 
make a fascinating business of the mechanics and mathematics of space travel, of the con- 
ditions likely to be met by the first space-travelers when they set off for the moon, Venus, 
or other points in the solar system. The difficult sections (rocket-ship construction, 
trajectories, planetary ellipses, etc.) are given a lift by the vivid and imaginative il- 
lustrations (17 in color, 32 in black and white). (Full report P. 382) (9/16) 


Gordon, Lesley A. A. Wyn 
A PAGEANT OF DOLLS $3.75 


Good value in this book for doll collectors, either individual or group, for it 
has a more direct approach in its main text which deals with specific dolls of countries 
round the world, their history, their costumes. The dolls chosen are reasonably available, 
not historic dolls or dolls of great value, and this constitutes a practical angle for col- 
lectors whose interest is in dolls characteristic of different peoples rather than in dolls 
of antiquarian or museum worth. The background history tells of their significance, the re- | 
flection of social and national customs, fashions, etc. Space is given to the development 
of techniques of doll making, materials of which they have beem made. Line drawings enliven 
the text, and there are numerous double spreads in full color. Excellent for reference. 


(Full report P. 385) (9/23) 


Ziff-Davis 


Anderson, L. A. 
HUNTING THE AMERICAN GAME FIELD $3.50 


A moderate priced compendium of useful knowledge that has for its scope a wide 
range, rather than a specialized approach, of general hunting. Basic information on guns 
and equipment, woods lore and field formalities, is scattered throughout the text but the 
bulk is in the opening and closing chapters. In between there is competent coverage on all 
types of game, covers or locale, food, how to hunt, the time of year, of day, the use of 
dogs, guns and techniques. Excellent reference for nimrods. (Full report P. 381) (9/15) 


Announcing for August 
TEEN-AGE LIBRARY Grosset & Dunlap 
Thirteen titles of this series - aviation, baseball, boy scout, companion, foot- 


ball, historical, mystery, outdoor, sea, sports, action, western, treasury - have been taken | 
over from Lantern Press by Grosset & Dunlap, to be sold for $1.00 each. 





